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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of the present study was to provide a current compre 

hensive description of the Anchorage Fourth Avenue. Skid Row popu 

lation. The description of the overall population and its various 

subgroups was based on the response of a sample of 206 respondents 

to questionnaire items administered by direct interview, In order 

to delineate the characteristics of the designated population, the 

interview questions focused on the following categories: demographic 

information, life history, education and employment history, drinking 

and drug related behavior, housing and mobility, social service pro 

vider contacts, health and nutrition, and support systems. This 

approach was designed to yield information as to the socio-cultural 

characteristics and support system/ecological niche used by the Skid 

Row persons which, in turn, has implications for existing and future 

intervention strategies designed to address this social problem. 

la order to achieve a representative sample, interviewees were identified 

and sought out f^rom a variety of sources, including; "the street", 
residences, social service programs, bars, and from knowledgeable 

informants. For the purpose of validating che information supplied 

by interviewees, certain hospital and social service records were also 

reviewed. 

The primary analysis consisted of a comparative examination of the 

data using a chi-square technique regarding differential response 

pdtterns according to sampling procedure, relative mobility, relative 

employment, and relative utilization of social service agencies. 

Overall analysis of the descriptive characteristics of the Skid Row 

population of the Anchorage Fourth Avenue area indicated the exiscence 

of lifestyle behaviors generally consistent with other urban Skid Row 

areas, but with some notable differences. Alcoholism was found co be 

prevalent, as was a marginal relationship with the larger society. A 

certain segment of the overall population was composed of working men 

with relatively regular sources of income. In addition, the population 

also included those with somewhat more intermittent sources of income, 

as well as those with no visible means of support. The superficial 

street appearance of the population was found to be misleading. Although 

Skid Row participants were found to be primarily members of Alaskan 

Native groups, the proportional representation by Natives was about 

60% of the total, which is quite different in comparison to the "common 
knowledge" estimated based on street observation which indicaccs the 

figure to be closer to 93%. This percentage of minority persons on 



Skid Row is, however, uncharacceristic of other urban Skid Row areas. 

Other distinguishing characteristics included a younger population, 

and a greater proportion of females. 

Further analysis of the findings indicated that the descriptive charac 

teristics of the Anchorage Skid Row population were able to be dis 
tributed along two primary dimensions of employment and mobility, in 

a manner that allowed the construction of four distinguishable sub 

groups of Che population. The most debilitated group, the 

Uld fi ll 

gp, 

Unemployed. fits most closely to the general stereqtypic and historica. 

impression of the "public inebriate." This group is composed of males 
who do not work, who have no recent work history and thus are unable 

to qualify for any type of consistent financial assistance. These per 

sons have no visible means of support - no income, no way to provide 
shelter, food or alcohol. The Hom<»it»gft-nnt»mpiny^ grnup drinks alcohol 

wherever possible and as much as possible. Public social service 

agencies are their primary support systems, yet these agency interactic 

are only brief and sporadic - just moment-to-moment and day-to-day. 

Their lifes are conducted publicly on the street—drinking, sleeping, 

socializing. With no income, they are not usual customers at bars, 

cafes or hotels. They are frequent users of short-term health services 

and even enter long-term alcoholism services—but tend to leave pre 

maturely after satisfying their immediate needs. They have many needs 

for^services directly associated with their street life style, which 

are typified by injuries and health problems associated with alcohol 

consumption, sleeping and eating from clumpscers, sleeping near steam 

pipes, and other sanitary problems. 

The Highlv-Mobile-Workinq group and the Residential-Employed group were 

found co be the most healthy and least maladjusted within Skid Row. 
The former group usually works in Anchorage during the winter season an 

migrates back to villages, fishing communities and construction jobs 

when, warn weather comes. The Residential-Employed group, on the other 
hand,, contains long-term inhabitants of Anchorage who maintain a resi 

dence in the Fourth Avenue area and independently provide for food, 
recreation, and other social activities. 

J 
A fourth group, the Residential-Semi-fr'"pipY»n -tc the most ill-defined 

group. It represents not only a mixture of che other groups but appear 

to be a primary transition group as individuals go through cycles and 

exchange positions. The interchange between this group and the Homeles 

Unemployed and the Residential-Employed may be common. It would seem 

that more intensive adult services provided to this group at chis time 

of transition could be very critical for the character of the Skid Row 
population. 

A social strategy whereby general health gnn* m^Hrtrnnanrg prmrmns. cha 

would include the services and facilities more common co adult procecci 

care se^'^fpe, M"nH be available to the homeless, unemployed persons i 

Skid Row population would seem to be consistent wich che descripciv 

VI 



characteristics of this subgroup. Their participation in the more 

intensive alcoholism treatment services and other social service pro 

grams for only shore periods of time precludes the availability of 

those resources for others with greater rehabilitation potential. 

Such maintenance type programs would seem better suited to the needs 

and characteristics of this homeless, unemployed group and particularly 
aid in the reduction in the extent to which their lifes are conducted 

in public. Facilities and services that would provide alternatives 

to the streets, alleys, doorways, and dumpsters for life activities 

would be useful in this regard. Further, the availability of these 
maintenance facilities and services for health, sanitation, food, 
shelter, and nutrition would most logically be located within the 
territory already designated as the Skid Row area. 

Exact enumeration of the Anchorage Skid Row population is impossible, 

however, the question of size is an important consideration. Based 
on data collected for this study, reported findings, and on information 
recorded by social service agencies that interact daily with the various 
segments of the population, it was estimated that the overall Skid Row 
population numbers 560 to 700 persons. Of these, about 90 persons 

would fit into the category of chronic, Skid Row public inebriate. It 

must be emphasized that these figures represent only working estimates 
at^this time. 

/ 

The; nature of the present investigation was primarily descriptive. The 

findings suggest that additional research might focus on personal 

interaction patterns, patterns of personal interaction with social 
service agencies and private business and a case history approach 

of selected representatives of the various subgroups of the population. 
In addition, an analysis of the nature of the matrix of involvement of 
the various federal, state, regional, local and.private agencies and 

their delegated duties and responsibilities in relation to the needs and 

characteristics of the Skid Row population and the societal context in 
which this population exists would also appear to be worthy of attention. 
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within the Anchorage community which addresses this population. That 

is, we have little information about the people who congregate "downtown", 

other than that we know they are about, and that they tax the system 

which is attempting to rehabilitate them. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of the present study was to provide a current comprehensive 

description of the Anchorage Fourth Avenue Skid Row population. It is 

understood that this population is composed of a variety of different 

persons with variation in personal and social characteristics, although 

certain perspectives of this societal subpopulation may emphasize cer 

tain subgroups more than others. Thus part of the purpose of an over 

all description of the target population included definition of the 

various elements, in terms of common and distinguishing characteristics. 

The description of the overall population and its various subgroups was 

based on the responses of a sample of the population to questionnaire 

items administered by direct interview. In order to delineate the char 

acteristics of the designated population, the survey questions focused 

on the following categories: demographic information, life history, 

education and employment history, drinking and drug related behavior, 

housing and mobility, social service provider contacts, health and 

nutrition, and support systems. This approach was designed to yield 

information as to the socio-cultural characteristics and support system/ 

ecological niche used by the skid row persons which, in turn, has 

implications for existing and future intervention strategics designed to 
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address this social problem. Primary analysis of the descriptive 

characteristics was directed by priorities given to the questions of 

relative mobility, employment and extant of utilization of social agency 

services by the respondents. 

In order to achieve a representative sample, the interviewees were 

identified and sought out from a variety of sources, including; "the 

street^, residences, social aervicajgosraro, bars^ andjrom know 

ledgeable informants. For the purpose of validating the information 

supplied by interviewees, certain hospital and social service records 

were also reviewed. 

Rpyiew of the Literature 

Thfe area of the city known as Skid Row is usually adjacent to a down 

town area. Traditionally, Skid Row is a place where homeless men seek 

refuge from societal demands of steady work and permanent residence 

and typically dilute their sorrows in drink. Historically, the modem 

fojna of American Skid Rows emerged from post-Civil War hobohemia (Anderson, 

1923) and expanded and progressed to the Skid Row area as we know it 

today (Lovald, 1963). In fact, as Bahr (1967) has pointed out, the 

image of Skid Row is even now quickly changing from the congregated 

street scene to more isolated islands of single room occupancy dispersed 

in various neighborhoods of the city (Sicgal, Peterson and Chambers, 1975). 

These recent changes in the features of Skid Row have been attributed 

by Siegal, et al. (1975) to urban renewal, expanded social security cover 

age, increasing difficulty of finding day-labor, and increases in 



technology. The profile of Skid Row has been and still is changing, but 

the urgency of this problem facing Skid Row persons and those who wish 

to combat this dilemma is as real as it was in the post-Civil War shanty 

towns or the hobo camps of the Great Depression. Countless human lives 

are wasted through social isolation and drunkenness and large amounts of 

social service dollars are spent in attempts to alleviate or rectify 

the situation. 

* • . 

The current literature review will focus on some of the studies of Skid 

Rows throughout the United States, with emphasis on more recent invest 

igations. Attention will also be directed toward research concerning 

the role of Native Americans in Skid Row life. That is.not to say that 

alcoholism or public drunkenness is characteristic of Native Americans. 

Hewever, since the present study will need to concern itself, in part, 

with the participatiou of Native Americans in Skid Row life, a careful 

review of the research in this area is warranted. 

Tfce Skid Row Population 

The population of Skid Rows was for a long time composed almost entirely 

of aged, homeless, white men (Blumberg, Shipley, and Moor, 1971). Chronic 

public alcoholism has been considered to be both a major causal and 

resultant factor in the process of the social isolation of these men. 

This very social isolation, while from one perspective is a result of 

Skid Row life, is also in itself a major contributing factor to the entry 

of individuals into Skid Row life. 
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terms of cheir mosc common social characceriscics. They cite chac Che 

Skid Row person is typically: 1) poor or destitute; 2) lives outside of 

"normal family relationships"; 3) inhabits low-cost housing; 4) is sub 

ject to police harassment; 5) is vulnerable to victimization when social 

security, retirement or welfare checks are involved; 6) has superficial 

style of social relations; 7) has low status and downward mobility. 

Spradley (1973) finds similar characteristics to apply to the pop 

ulation and even supports the viability and right of such an ecosystem 

to co-exist with the society at large. 

Alcoholism has often been cited as a problem in Skid Row communicies. 

Health problems associated with the chronic alcohol abu.se of this pop-

ularion are extensive. Olin (1966) in a study of 227 chronic drunks 

at:Toronto Jail found tuberculosis, epilepsy, hepatic (liver) abnor 

malities, underweight and body deformities lo be significantly higher 

in this, sample than in normal populations. Jail was seen as the primary 

intervening variable preventing malnutrition, as 88.2% of the arrestees 

gained weight in jail. Olin further found chat the greater the number 

of arrests the more likely that the man was incapable of work, but that 

90% of the men were physically capable of performing useful labor if 

necessary therapy was carried out. 

It is surprising to find chat not all of the participants in this sub 

culture are alcoholics (Straus and McCarthy, 1951). In fact, Scraus and 

McCarthy (1951) found 28Z of cheir New York City Bowery to be eicher 

norr-drinkers (11%) or moderate controlled drinkers (17%). Docter (1967) 



found 46Z of his sample to be able to control their alcohol intake. 

Social Affiliation 

While Blumberg,.'ec al. , (1971) ind Spradley (1973) cited social iso 

lation as characteristic of Skid Row men, other studies have derived 

different, or at least, more complex, findings. For example, Bahr and 

Langfur (1967) found that, among New York Bowery men, those who were the 

heaviest drinkers maintained greatest attachment to the social environ 

ment. Through a questionnaire designed to assess social history of men 

randomly selected from residents, it was further found that abstainers 

were the most socially isolated group and entered the .Bowery community 

eadier in life than drinkers. Bahr and Langfur found that in their 

earlier lifes, heavy drinkers were most attached in the areas of rec 

reation, church and family. Both heavy and moderate drinkers typically 

arrived at the Bowery immediately after they had lost two or more social 

affiliations, but heavy drinkers suffered these losses an average of 

seven years earlier than moderate drinkers. 

Bahr (1969) in a later study of 199 Bowery men at a voluntary treatment 

community and 203 men in the Bowery found distinctive differences in 

regard to affiliation between "early skid" and "late skid" career men. 

"Late skid rowers" were more likely: to be living with their families 

at age 30 (55Z late; 26Z early); to be employed at age 30 (827. late; 

65% early); to volunteer for treatment at. ase 30 (66X late; 547: early); 

and had higher occupational status than "early skid rowers." 



Dumont (1967) and 

need in Skid Row men centered around a "Tavern 

Cangs" respectively. These authors found strong affiliative 

among their samples and it may be inferred that, in part, the 

alcoholism, is a derivative of the need for social affiliation between 
these men. 

Wallace (1968) suggests 

of life encompasses a process of isolation from the greater society 

flowed by affiliation with the subculture. He categories this pro-

cess into four stages. These include: 

1. The incipient phase which involves dislocation from society; 

- 2. Exposure to Skid Row; 

3. Regular participation in Skid Row; and finally 

4. Integration into the Skid Row community. 

Native Americans and Skid Row 

Affiliative patterns are especially strong among Native American Skid 

How populations. Brody (1971) cices that social drinking in Skid Row 

areas is a strong draw for Ottawa Indians. Kuttner and Loring (1967) 

also cite a presence of strong social affiliation among Native Amer 

ican Skid Rowers and further indicate that the affiliation has a strong 

familial component. Craves (1971) found similar social drinking patterns 

among Native Americans. 

Chronic, public alcoholism in white populations has been most co,»only 



attributed co individual traits, life traumas, and weaknesses. Chronic 

.public alcoholism among Native Americans in areas near concentrations 

of Native Americans has largely been associated with cultural imper 

atives. That is-, Native alcoholism and Native Skid Row involvement 

has been characterized as a product of contemporary Native.culture 

and of the clash of both historic and contemporary. Native culture wich 

the predominant White culture. 

In an anthropological survey, Kuttner and Loring (1967) found that 

close friends and long-term relationships were the norm among urban 

Sioux Indians on Skid Row. Acquaintance with alcohol was found to 

begin during teenage years and was made easily available for teens 

due to extended family structure and a general de-emphasis on parental 

discipline against drinking. Much drinking was done in "Indian bars" 

where credit was good and there were few drifters. Income was received 

on a fairly regular basis from welfare, tribal land claims, seasonal 

labor and day labor. Drinking was seen as a handicap for this population 

in the labor market. In addition, a preponderance of drug abuse was 

found. Unlike non-Indian Skid Rows, women were participants in the 

drinking culture, causing some hostility between Indian and Negro men 

especially. 

Littman (1970) cited the disintegration of Indian culture, low level 

of education, and position of the federal government as some of the 

causes of Indian alcoholism. He also saw the practice of permissiveness 

and non-assertiveness among Indians as making it difficult for Indians 

to compete with Whites. He further argues chat the system of removing 
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native American children from their homes as practiced in the "low.r 

' ?" 48" and Al-ka -a. "barbaric". and contributed to the disruption of the 

; i! Indian family and subsequent alcoholism, 

f 1 to, authors hav. attributed the presence of Native Africans in Skid 
Kow area. a. a product of Inadequate acculturation to competitive urban 

I" ' area. (e.g. Brody. 1971; Horton. 1H). Uttman, »"». I- tbi. regard 
Crave. (1971) found that arre.t rate, for drunkenne.s were significantly 

l0-.r among urban .mjo Indian, who had greatest opportunity for 

succe..fully holding down good ,«*. and who had strongest social controls 

against drinking. Econo^c viability, economically successful par 

ental role-models, greater education, goals compatible with urban op 

portunities, positive attitude, toward achievement, having non-MavaJo 

friend, in the city and having a spouse .11 -ere counter-indicators of 

I } drunkenness. 

I 1 Brod, (1971) argue, that there were many advantages to Skid Row life 

fo, the native African. Among these advantages were the ability to 

I get' drunk without negative sanction, enhanced status by co-existence 

i with «hite.. provision, for shelter and food, and availabU labor market 

in which he i. accepted by employers. 

"The truth is." state, Brody. "-that Skid Row Indians have more to 

gain, in social terms, than they have to lose, by drinking.- The Skid 

How Indian i. unlikely to find in the standard argument ... against 

linking an, real strength until hi, own socio-economic situation is 

radically altered." (Brody. 1971. p.74) 
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Summary 

It is apparent chac the problem of Skid Row is a national phenomena 

which has significant impact on both Skid Row dwellers and the con-

nunities in which they exist. Alcoholism has been commonly associated 

with Skid Row, but social Isolation from the greater society and social 

acceptance from the. Skid Row society are equally important factors. 

Makeup of the Skid Row communities has been typified by older, homeless, 

white men, but recently minority persons have joined the Skid Row 

community in increasing numbers. Native Americans were found in high 

proportions in Skid Row areas near Native American communities. How 

ever, unlike non-natives, the Native Americans were found to have strong 

family ties even when part of the Skid Row culture. 

METHODOLOGY 

The Sample 

y 

Jhe subjects interviewed from the Fourth Avenue population were selected 

from three sources: 

1. The resident population. Key informants were used to deter 

mine the geographical boundaries of the Fourth Avenue area. 

A special census enumeration was conducted in the sample 

area. This information along with similar 1970 census 

information, was used to designate "residents" of the area 

and to specify the sampling pattern for this portion of the 

sample. 

2. The street sample. This population included regular "users" 

of Che Fourth Avenue businesses and services, but excluded 

tourists and those who use the area for casual recreation. 

Key informants such as merchants and bartenders were used co 

identify this population. 

3. Agency users. This population included those persons who 

actively used social service agencies. These agencies in 

cluded the hospitals, alcohol crcatacnt programs, missions, 

police and social services. 
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Survey Instrument 

The survey instrument was a product of many different factors which 

included: local and statewide questions of interest determined by 

interview wich social service providers, businessmen and government 

officials; review of available literature regarding similar invest 

igations; and, available resources for completion of the investigation. 

The final instrument was the result of review by social service agency 

providers and pre-testing on actual potential subjects by study team 

members and potential interviewers. (See Appendix) 

The final questionnaire was divided into eight categories. These 

categories are: 

/ 

i 1) Demographic Information 
2) Family History 

3) Education and Employment History 
4) Drinking and Drug Related Behavior 
5) Housing and Mobility 

6) Service Provider and Caretaker Contact 
7) Health, Nutrition and Hygiene 

j 8) Support Systems 

Questions were assigned on the basis of their content to each of these 

categories in a mixed format including multiple choice, true - false, 

and open ended type questions. There were 83 questions, but because 

many questions were further subdivided there were over 300 coduble 

responses. 

Interviewers 

.« 

Ten interviewers were selected from among persons who had experience 

working with the Fourth Avenue population. Training of the interviewers 

consisted of role playing exercises designed to familiarize interviewers 



13 

with the interview instrument and ensure uniform interview administration. 

Periodic monitoring was done by che project coordinators throughout the 

interview period. 

Data Collection 

The survey was administered during the^first three weeks of March, 1978. 

Subjects to be interviewed were selected in two ways. The portion from 

the population residing in the Fourth Avenue area were selected at ran 

dom by households. The samples from the street and agency populations 

were selected by key informants who had knowledge of whether a potential 

interviewee was part of the Fourth Avenue population or not. Military 

persons, tourists, and occasional users were excluded from the sample. 

Interviewers were divided into three survey teams, each responsible 

for either Agency, Street, or Residential sample groups. Subjects 

were asked to participate in the study and paid five dollars for their 

tiae of about AS to 60 minutes. 

Subjects who were too intoxicated or otherwise incapacitated at the time 

of initial contact were recontacted whenever possible in order to com 

plete the interview and receive payment. The determination of incap-

acitation was made with the aid of key informants. Care was taken to 

avoid duplication of respondents through pre-interview screening and 

daily coordination between survey teams. 

Data Analysis 

Certain survey items were not coded and are not part of the analysis 



as Chey required significant treatment and transformation for proper 

analysis. The items were nevertheless included in the data collection 

instrument because of their relationship to the central concerns of the 

study and the long-term benefit of the simultaneous collection of the 

information.- (See Appendix for coded survey questions.) 

The distribution of responses to the coded questions was used to 

produce an overall description of the sample. (See Appendix for response 

pattern to all coded survey questions.) 

The coded responses were then further analyzed using a chi-square 

technique. Comparative examination of the data was made regarding 

differential response patterns according to sampling procedure, relative 

mobility, relative employment, and relative utilization of social 

service agencies. 

The^results of the data collection and analysis are provided in the five 

major parts of this section. Each part provides a description of the 

general Skid Row population and/or its elements from a different per 

spective. Each of the parts and various descriptions are presented in 

terms of patterns of responses of the Skid Row participants to various 

calories of survey questions. An integration and interpretation of 

the findings is presented in the Discussion Section. 

The- first part of this section presents a general overview of the 

characteristics of the entire sample independent of sampling site. The 

nest four parts each represent analytic descriptions of the population 

in terms of apriori perspectives considered to be most important (by 

RESULTS :| ! 
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the study sponsors). Thus, the comparative analysis of the entire 

sample is presented in terms of: 1) sample group—Skid Row residents, 

street users and frequent social agency users; 2) relative mobility, 

both within the Anchorage area and between Anchorage and other locations; 

3) relative employment status; and, 4) relative utilization of social 

service agencies. 

Overall Sample Description; General Characteristics 

The general sample characteristics of age, sex, ethnic group, marital 

status, religious affiliation, educational level, military history and 

employment status are presented in Table I. The distribution of re-

spgnses for each item may be found in the Appendix. There are few 

findings that are worthy of special mention. 

The Anchorage sample of the Skid Row population is relatively younger 

than other urban Skid Row samples described in the available literature. 

The modal age was found to be in the range from 26 to 35 compared to 

the late forties found in many other urban samples. Furthermore, the 

Anchorage sample was comprised of a greater proportion of female par 

ticipants compared to other samples. In this sample, about 18% was fe 

male. Thus, the general urban Skid Row population characterization of 

"aged, homeless men" does not apply directly to Anchorage. 

An additional sample characteristic that further distinguishes Anchor 

age from other urban Skid Row populations is the ethnic group com 

position. In this sample, both Caucasians and Native group members 

compose relatively large portions of the sample group - - about 40% for 

Caucasians and about 57% Native or minority group members. In other 



TABLE I 

Demographic Characteristics of the Entire Sample 

Sample Size 206 

VETERANS 

STATUS: 

SEX: 

Veteran: 

Non-Vciteran: 

Male: 

Female: 

55.8% 

16 
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urban areas, minority group representation has been very small, but has 

been increasing recently. While the high percentage of Native or min 

ority group members in the Anchorage sample reflects a difference from 

other urban Skid Row populations, it was not expected that the local 

Caucasian representation would be as high as it was. 

The relatively high educational level of the entire sample should also 

be pointed out. About 55Z of the sample has completed high school, and 

of this group, about 17X has completed some college. Finally, it is 

notable that almost half the population has never been married. Such a 

large proportion of single persons has often been found in transient 

and socially maladjusted populations. 

The distribution of income obtained from various income sources for the 

entire sample is reported in Table II. The principal sources of income 

were steady work and odd jobs for over 557. of the sample. Unemployment 

compensation and other sources (sale of crafts, etc.) were the next 

most frequently reported categories of income, mentioned by about 38% 

of the sample. After these categories, welfare, panhandling, savings 

and social security were each mentioned as sourcas of income by 12 to 

7% of the sample. 

In order to better understand the defining characteristics of the Skid 

Row population, the next section presents a comparative description 

of the primary sampling groups. For this analysis, the respondents 

interviewed at an agency, on the street, and in cheir residence are 

referred to as the "Agency", "Street", and "Residential" groups. 



TABLE II 

Distribution of Income 

Sources For Entire Sample 

SOURCE OF INCOME 

Odd Jobs 

Steady Work 

Unemploymenc Compensation 

Other 

Welfare 

Panhandling 

Savings 

Social Security 

Pension 

Workman's Compensation 

PERCENTAGE OF 

RESPONDENTS * 
i 

31. AZ 

2A.2Z 

18.32*"^/ 
12.3% /&>' 
7.9Z '9 

7.0% 

7, 

\ 

* Response categories are not mutually exclusive 

13 
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Comparative Descriptions of Sample Groups 

The number of persons surveyed in the Agency, Street, and Residential 
y 

saople groups was 65, 71 and 68, respectively. Their ages were similar 

to those of the entire sample (see Table I) and their ethnic group 

distribution, presented in Table III, was not significantly different 

than that of the entire sample. However, it may be noted that Cau 

casians were proportionally more heavily represented in the Residential 

sample than in the Agency or Street samples, but the difference is not 

statistically significant. 

The following results were found to statistically distinguish the three 

groups when analyzed using a chi-square technique.* All reported trends 

are statistically/significant unless otherwise noted. A table of 

statistically significant findings for all analyses may be found in the 

Appendix. 

Females were less likely to be in the Agency group and more likely to 

be 4-n the Street group. Persons in the Agency sample were least likely 

to have their mother living (43.1%)** while those in the residential 

sample were most likely to have their mother still alive (72.12). This 

finding is of interest as loss of parent has often been linked co al 

coholism, and we will see later that the Agency group has a much greater 

alcohol problem than the Residential group. The Agency group was also 

more likely to have had someone other than parents involved in cheir 

rearing. 

* In the study, statistical significance was designated at p<.05, or in 

other words, a 5% possibility of being due co chance and a 95% possibility 

of being a real difference. 

**Percentages indicate a percent of that group, not of the entire sample. 



TABLE III 

Ethnic Group Representation 

*» Agency, Street, and Residential Samp! 

(Expressed in Percentages) 

Eskimo 

Aleut 

Indian 

Black 

Caucasian 10.2 

20 
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A. number of significant differences were found between the three sample 

groups in cerns of educational and employment history. The Agency group 

vas lease likely to be working at the time of the survey (10.6%), fol 

lowed by the Street (26.52) and Residential (31.9%) groups. The Res-

idential sample was nose likely (19%) to be receiving welfare and the 

Street sample (5.6%) was least likely. While less than 5% of the Agency 

i 

or Residential groups admitted to panhandling, 15.5% of Che Street group 

admitted to doing so. 

The Residential group tended to receive more income than the Agency 

group as may be noted in Table IV. The Street group was most hetero 

geneous in their sources of income, indicating that this group con-

tains persons ranging from unemployed to very high income earners. « 

In'-fact, 16.5% of the Street group reported income in excess of $12,000 

per year, and 4.2% reported income greater than $30,000 annually. On 

the other end of the scale, however, it may be noted that 34.8%, 27.5%, 

and 19.1% of the Agency, Street and Residential groups, respectively, 

reported less than $100 income per month. Agency group persons were 

least likely to receive their income regularly; Residential group per 

sons were most likely to have regular sources of income. 

The Residential group was most likely to make expenditures for housing, 

while the Agency and Street groups were most likely to spend $0 per 

week on housing. Residential group persons were also more likely to have 

grocery expenses, while Agency persons were least likely to report such 

expenses. The Street group spent significantly more than the other two 

groups on alcohol. The total expenditures of the three groups indicated 



TABLE IV 

t . 

Earned Income by Sample Group 

(Expressed in Percentages) 

Street 

22.5 

9.9 

28.2 

22.5 

12.7 

4.2 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
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chat che Screet group was more likely to spend greater chan $400 per 

month, the Residential group between $201 and $500 per month, and the 

Agency group was more likely to have no monthly expenditures. 

For drinking and drug related behaviors, the three groups were also 

found to be discinguishable. Agency persons were che heaviest drinkers 

and were more likely to drink whatever they could gee, whenever and 

wherever possible. However, Agency persons were also more likely co 

see their drinking as a problem. Residents were more likely to drink 

privately and were also most likely to be abstinent. The Street group 

usually .drank at bars and had the least abstainers. Street persons 

were more likely to purchase alcohol in bars, and the Agency and Resi 

dential groups purchased alcohol at package scores (recall, though, that 

che:Residential group often drank at home. ) 

In terms of housing and mobility, the Resident group was most likely 

to sleep at a hotel or apartment, the Street group was mosc likely to 

sleep ac an apartment or "other" location, and the Agency group was 

most likely to sleep at the "mission" or "other". The Residential 

group tended co be least mobile, che Agency group Che most mobile and 

the Street group mixed in terms of their mobility. Street persons 

were least likely to plan to live in Anchorage next fall (44.1*: planning 

to stay) when compared to Agency (52.32) and Residential (60.9%) persons. 

In addition, the Street group was most likely to come to Fourth Avenue 

Co drink or to be wich friends. (see Mobility section for more complete 

analysis). 
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As may be noted in Table V, the Agency group was much more likely to 

have used multiple social service agencies (78.52) than either the 

Street (43.4%) or Residential (50%) groups. The social service agencies 

involved included C.A.S. Detox, E.M.S., Health Clinic, Studio Club, 

Salvation Army, Native Health Service Emergency Room, and "other" 

agencies. The Street group was more likely to use no social service 

agencies (392) compared to the Residential group (23%) and the Agency 

group (2%), suggesting perhaps that this more transient group had 

ether alternative resources than did the other two groups. 

Agency persons were the most likely to receive nutritional and medical 

attention and, as may be noted in Table VI, Agency persons were also 

the most likely to have been hospitalized during the past year and to 

have current health problems. Residents were least likely to have 

self-perceived medical problems, but of those in this group who did 

perceive themselves as having medical problems, a greater percentage 

reported not receiving assistance. It should be noted that a small 

percentage of the Residential sample did feel they could use some help 

they were not getting, in particular access co food, clothing and jobs. 

That a portion of the otherwise stable Residential sample may be in need 

of additional support is further indicated by their diet. Residents 

were least likely to include green vegetables, potatoes or rice, fish, 

eggs, or beans in their diet. 

The three groups were found to have recognizably different support 

systems. The Agency group was most likely co depend on social service 

agencies fox economic and social support. Th»i Street group used bars 

and_friends for social support and che Resident group was most likely 

"o use home and family. 



TABLE V 

Agency Usage Among Agency, Street, and Residencial 

Sample Groups -

(Expressed in Fercencages) 

Number of 

Agencies Used Agency Streec Residencial 

0 

1 

2-4 

5-10 ' 

10+ 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
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TABLE VI 

Hospitalization and Health Status 

(Expresses in Percentages) 

Received help with 
these problems: 

83.7 79.3 58.1 

26 



Summarizing this analysis by sample group, it appears that the Resi 

dential group is the most stable and attempts to live independently. 

The use of welfare assistance by a portion of this group may be seen 

as intermittent and as an attempt to supplement their income and strive 

toward independence. The Agency group was the most debilitated. They 

are more dependent upon a greater number of agencies, have greater 

drinking problems, and have the least financial resources. The Street 

group is a curious mixture. Some within this last group appear rela 

tively stable socially and economically, while a small percentage may 

be the most debilitated of all. This small sub-group sleeps in alleys, 

durapscers, and hallways, lives off whatever means it can find, and 

constitutes what is referred to in Yiddish as luftmenche (air people) -

those who live wjfth no visible means of support. It is most important 

to note that the analytic boundaries between the three groups overlap, 

and that many persons cycle between the groups as they live their lifes. 

Relative Mobility and Descriptive Characteristics 

The data were again analyzed for the entire sample of 206 persons based 

on relative mobility - a variable considered to be rather significant in 

the Anchorage Skid Row in particular. Three groups were identified for 

the purpose of this analysis. Group I was rather transient within 

Anchorage (less than three months permanent residence) and rather mobile 

(defined by considering Anchorage their home for less than one year). 

Group II was also rather transient but not nobile (greater than one year 

residence in Anchorage); and, Group III was the least transient (greater 

than three months permanent residence) and also che least mobile. Thus 
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the three groups may be summarized 
as -

Low Transtenc/L,, £bun 11 
obvious Wtn gtoup (Lou Transiency/Hl8h 

«r.« enough number, Co aval! thls group ., 

a, chis vould be an 

three groups wlu ^ 

and Stable, respectively. 

The three groupS were „„ 5tatistlcally d«ferent ln ^ q£ 

e^nic oack8rouna. ^. age dl«erences were »e ,catisticaily sig 

»• han che 

be repressed ln the Transienc group 

*" 

Zeasc likely u fall tn the 

htstory, t,,e hIobiu eroup _ 

ltk,ly eo hav0 fanUy n 

- **^ '" —aSe an. co be Mrried 

«- -»' HI-IT » b. slnSla („.„,. 

8roup „. noSt likely „ inclu,e heavy dri 

cen,, t. p«ceive drInking as . prOblQm. Although 

heavlly. drlnklng was 

MobUe Ukely „ 

7h 
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as the only place to be while they lived in Anchorage for purposes of 

employment. The majority of Transient (562) and Stable (752) groups 

both planned to stay in Anchorage next fall. The Transient group con 

sidered Fourth Avenue principally as a place to drink and viewed An 

chorage as their home. Many reported living in Anchorage for four or 

-ore years. The Transient group (75.52) was also more likely to have 

been to jail than the Stable (60.92) and Mobile (42.12) groups. The 

Mobile group was least likely to have slept at home recently while the 

Stable group was most likely to have slept at home. 

Analysis of the relative mobility of the Skid Row sample indicates three 

general groups. The Mobile group tends to be younger, lives in Anchor 

age for seasonal employment and frequents the Fourth Avenue area as they 

perceive it to be a forced alternative for both residence and recreation. 

The Transient group tends to be the most socially alienated of the three 

groups, and makes the greatest use of social services. This group ap 

pears to have the greatest social problems, including alcohol problems. 

Th* Stable group tends to have the lowest rate of drinking, is oore likely 

to have some family support, and is least likely to leave Anchorage in 

the near future. 

In addition to this analysis of the relative mobility of the sample, 

employment patterns represent another important consideration as a per 

spective for description of the population. 

Employment Status and Descriptive Characteristics 

Analysis of the aggregate findings regarding employment status showed 
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three rough groupings of the- sample. For purposes of analysis, Group 

I was composed of those who reported having steady work; Group II 

was composed of chose who reported receiving unemployment compensation, 

suggesting that th'ey were recently employed; and, Group III was composed 

of those who reported neither steady employment nor any indication of 

recent employment. Thus the three.groups may be summarized as follows: 

Group I: Steady work (21.6Z) - Employed 

Group II: Receiving unemployment compensation (17.6Z) - employabl 

Group III: No steady work or receiving unemp. corap. (60.8Z)-unempl 

The three groups are referred to as the "Employed", "Employables", and 

"Unemployed", respectively. The following findings were statistically 

significant (p<.05). 

A higher proportion of women than men in the sample comprised the Em 

ployed group while men were proportionally more likely to comprise the 

Employable group. Native Indians (25.6%) and Caucasians (34.6%) were the 

most likely ethnic groups to be in the Employed group. Distinguishably, 

the* Employable and Unemployed groups constituted relatively greater 

proportions of Native group members chan Caucasians. The exact per 

centages are not meaningful due to the possible sampling bias, in view 

of the differences in the relative sizes of the comparison groups. 

Those in the Unemployed group were less likely to have completed the 

twelfth grade than the other two groups, and as can be seen in Table 

VII, were more likely to receive income Crom social security, welfare, 

odd jobs, and other "non-traditional" sources of income such as crafts, 

boyfriends, and friends. They were also most likely to find themselves 

broke. Doth the Employed and Employable groups tended to receive cheir 



TABLE VII 

Employment Categories and Sources of Income 

(Expressed in Percentages) 

Income Sources 

Steady Work 

Social Security 

Welfare 

Odd Jobs -

Other 

EmplOVlT,ent star 

Employed Employable 

100.0 

0.0 

0.0 

15.9 

4.5 

0.0 

0.0 

2.9 

22.9 

11.4 

0.0 

10.7 

17.4 

38.0 

26.4 
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income on a regular basis from steady work or odd jobs. Of those 

currently married, those living with chcir spouses were significantly 

more likely to have uorkJ 

In terms of expenditures, those in the Employed group had the largest 

amount of expenditures in general, and spent more than the other two 

groups for recreation and housing in particular. Those in the Un 

employed group were least likely to have expenditures for anything 

except alcohol. However, all three groups spent appreciable amounts 

of money on alcohol. Twenty-five percent of the entire sample reported 

spending between $21.00 and $50.00 per week on alcohol. 

In regard to drinking and drug related behavior, those persons in the 

Employed and Employable groups had significantly easier access to alcohol 

and*were more likely to do their drinking at a bar than those who com 

posed the Unemployed group. Perhaps due to expense, those with steady 

work were more likely to drink hard liquor and use a private car for 

transportation than the other two groups. Those in the Unemployed 

group were more likely to drink any type of alcohol than were the other 

two groups, and was the only group to drink on the street (e.g., streets, 

alleys, hallways). As may be noted in Table VIII, there is a tendency 

for those who are not working co be more likely to hang out on the street. 

Few significant findings were found for the relationship between employ 

ment status and housing and mobility or utilization of social services. 

However, the relationship between number of social services used and 

employment status did approach significance (p<.06). In this regard 

those in the Unemployed group were more likely to use the services of 



TABLE VIII 

Relationship Between Employment Status and Recent Work, and Street 

Accivicy 

Employed Employable Unemployed 

Been on job since 

yesterday: 61.4 5.7 11.6 

Hung out on street 

since yesterday: 18.2 37.1 38.8 
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multiple agencies than were chose in the Employed or Employable groups. 

In addition, they were significancly more likely to eac lunch ac the 

Salvation Army Soupline and also reported more health problems at the 

tine of the survey. The Employable group also made occasional use of 

the agency meal distribution centers. In contrast, the Employed group 

was more likely to eat at home than the other two groups. 

The three groups are highly distinguishable in respect to support systems. 

Both the Employable and Unemployed groups were more likely to have hung 

out on the street with friends, as reported in Table VIII, and were also 

more likely to have used social services during the week preceding the 

survey than those who had steady work. The Unemployed group was also 

moce likely to have had contact with a social worker, slept on the 

street, and been to the hospital in the week preceding the survey, than 

the other two groups. Interestingly, and unexplainably, they were also 

more likely to have seen their children. 

In*'contrast, those who were in the Employed group were more likely to 

have been on the job, and to have seen their families during some period 

of the year. However, they were also more likely to have been in recent 

contact with the police (11.42). These findings suggest that many of 

the members of the Employed group have families elsewhere in the state 

and tend to be in Anchorage for employment. 

In summary, the data were analyzed for differences between respondents 

characterized as Employed, Employable, and Unemployed. It was found 

that both Native Indians and Caucasians composed the Employed group 



1» relatively Urge proportions. Of those married, those Mving uith 

their spouses were more likely „ have steady 

currently living with their spouses. In 

work were less likely to drink heaviiy. financially „„„ ^ 

self-reiiant, a,* physically healthier than the other two groups. 

They -ere also *ore prone to recent police contact and .ore Ukely to 

see their families durin8 soM periods of the year. This suggests that 

a portion of those employed nlgrate to find e«ploy*ent. Those who had 

neither steady work nor unemploy»ent compensation benefits seeDed to 

be the *ost sociauy debiUtated. They were .ore likely to sleeP on 

the street, be broke, be in poor health, drink „„ heavily than*, 

other two groups, and drink on the street. 

Social Service Aeenc 

One final segment of che analysis of ch. sCudy 

examination of the nature of the relationship between the extent of 

social and public service agency utilization and the social/behavioral 

descriptive characteristics of the Anchorage Skid Row population. Extent 

of social and public service agency utilization was defined in tern, of 

che number of agencies encountered by respondents. Four groups wore 

designated for analysis: 

Group I: 0 agencies used 
Group II: i agency used 

Group III: 2-4 agencies used 
Group IV: 5 or more agencies used 

The follows agencies or agency services considered in this analysis were: 

detox, hospital, emergency room, E.M.S., health clinic, public assistance. 
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B.I.A., police, jail, court, Veteran's Administration, Rescue Mission, 

Salvation Army and Employment Service. 

There were no significant differences between the four groups with 

regard to age or ethnic group. The modal range of agencies used by 

Native Indians, Eskimos and Caucasians was two-to-four. Women were 

significantly more likely than men to use no agencies, whereas men 

were more likely than women to use five or more agencies. The following 

differences between the four groups were found to be statistically 

significant. 

As can be seen in Table IX, there is a high inverse association between 

employment status and utilization of multiple agencies. Group I persons— 

those who reported using no agency services—were most likely to be 

employed - 41.3%. Almost two-thirds of those working were Groups I 

and II persons—those who utilized none or only one social service agency. 

In Groups III and IV, representing extensive agency service utilization, 

almost two-thirds were unemployed. Further, apparently logically re-
r 

lated to employment status and regular sources of income, moderate levels 

of recreational expenditures were correlated with lower levels of agency / 

service utilization. 

Drinking and drug related behavior was clearly associated with agency 

use. The following alcohol-related responses characterized the high agency 

users: 

1. Can't always get the alcohol they want; 

2. Drink on the street or at "other" locations (not home or in bars); 
3. Buy alcohol at package store; 



TABLE IX 

Relationship Between Current Employment Status 

and Extent of Agency Use 

(Expressed in Percentages) 

Current Employment 
Status 

Working: 

Not Hocking: 

Group I 

0 Agencies 

41.3 

15.3 

Number of Agencies Used 

Group II 

1 Agency 

21.7 

18.3 

Group III 

2-4 Agencies 

28.3 

44.4 

Group I 

5+A_genc 

8.7 

21.5 
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4. Perceive cheir own drinking as a problem; 
5. Mother and/or father drank heavily. 

These five factors clearly establish that there is a strong relation 

ship between alcohol usage and agency dependence. The nature of the 

association between these responses and high multiple agency utilization 

depicts the cyclic nature of the alcohol and agency dependence of this 

segment of the Skid Row population. 

Health and nutritional factors have often been related to alcoholism 

and Skid Row habitation. In this regard, it was found that multiple 

agency users (Group III and IV) were more likely to report medical 

problems, hospitalization, and problems keeping clean. However, the 

reported frequency of agency interaction indicates multiple agency 

attention to these problems. 

Those reporting no agency contacts whatsoever were also associated with 

more stable economic and social support systems. This relatively more 

staile group also drinks and socializes in bars to a great extent. In ' 

contrast, the support system of the multiple a3ency users is more agency 

oriented and socially isolated from a wider range of social and economic 

behavior of the greater society. An indication of this narrowed range 

of experience is depicted by the factors in Table X, which are significantly 

related to more extensive multiple agency use. 

This is not to say, for example, that all who use multiple agencies had 

recently slept on the street. In fact, only_,bouc twenty persons survgved 

had slept on the street during the pas_t_week. However, to continue wich 
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TABLE X 

Relationship Between Support System Factors 
and Agency Use 

(Expressed in Percentages) 

Response 

Employed this past week 

Used social services 

this past week 

Slept on the street 

chis past week 

Slept with woman/man 
this past week 

Been hospitalized 
this past week 

Group I 

0 Agencies 

Yes: 36.5 

No: 15.9 

Yes: 5.3 

No: 28.6 

Yes: -0-

No: 24.1 

Yes: 31.9 

No: 15.0 

Yes: 2.0 

No: 28.8 

Number of Agencies Used 

Group II Group III 

" 1 Agency 2-4 Agencies 

Yes: 19.2 

No: 19.6 
Yes: 30.8 

No: 44.2 

Yes: 3.5 Yes: 61.4-

No: 26.3 No: 31.6 

Yes: 20.0 

No: 19.4 

Yes: 21.7 

No: 18.3 

Yes: 11.8 

No: 22.3 

Yes: 40.0 

No: 40.6 

Yes: 21.7 

No: 43.3 

Yes: 52.9 

No: 36.0 

Group IV 

5+ Agencies 

Yes: 13.5 10C 

No: 20.3 10C 

Yes: 29.8 10C 

No: 13.5 10C 

Yes: 40.0 10C 

No: 15.9 100 

Yes: 36.1 100 

No: 23.3 100. 

Yes: 33.3 100: 

No: 12.9 100: 
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this example, of chose who did sleep on the street, a much greater 

g proportion (80Z) were multiple agency users, and not one Quc of 

used no agency services. 

In summary, the extent of multiple agency utilization was found to be 

Q significantly associated with several critical variables that served to 
distinguish sub-groups within the Skid Row sampie. The most significant 

variables included employment status, sex, 

| activity, health and nutrition and. in general, life support'systems. 

The relationship between unemployment, alcohol abuse, deteriorated 

■ heaith and multiple agency dependence appears to be quite strong „ 

I 
DISCUSSION 

I 
This Discussion includes four major areas. First Che distinguishing 

g characteristics of the Anchorage Skid Row population will be dis-

cussed. Following this presentation of their common characteristics, 

■ various descriptions of subgroups are"constructed which further de-
| lineate che population. The role of social service agencies in the 

Skid Row ecosystem is discussed separately and finally a "working 

I definition" of the Skid Row public inebriate consistent wi 
^ findings is suggested. 

I 

| Direct survey of participants m the Anchorage Fourth Avenue area in-

dice.*, that this area does indeed represent a skid Row area in the 

I 

I 



traditional use of the term. The participation in this general life 

style that centers in the Fourth Avenue territory includes a character 

istic range of behaviors. Alcoholism was found to be prevalent, as 

was a marginal relationship with the greater society. Contrary 
i 

to many voiced notions about the Anchorage Skid Row, a certain segment 

of this group is indeed composed of working men with relatively regular 

sources of income. In addition, the population also includes those 

with somewhat more intermittent income that may be supplemented by 

some form of federal or state financial assistance, as well as those 

with no visible means of support. Furthermore, the nature of the whole 

group within the overall Fourth Avenue lifestyle is not consistent with 

the superficial street appearance. Although the participants are 

primarily members of ̂ ative groups, the proportion of representation of 

Natives is about 60Z of the total, rather than local "common knowledge" 

which estimates the figure to be closer to 98% of the total. This 

percentage of minority persons serves to distinguish the Anchorage 

Skid Row from other areas studied in the nation, in which the majority 

of the participants were aged, Caucasian males. Additional distinguish 

ing characteristics of the Anchorage Skid Row population includes a 

younger population, a somewhat greater percentage of females (Bluroberg 

et al., 1971; Rubington, 1971) and a relatively high percentage of 

veterans. 

Utilization of social services was marked among members of this population 

and this finding is highly consistent with those of earlier studies on 

other Skid Row areas. Miller, Pokorny and Kanas (1970) and Plunker (1961) 

have both suggested chat specialized rehabilitative service can be 



effective in the treatment of Skid Row alcoholics and the general 

acceptance of this premise has led to many such programs in Anchorage 

and elsewhere. Some members of the Skid Row population make greater 

use of those agencies than others. Consistent with this differential 

agency usage, members of the population differ on their degree of 

debilitation. 

Consistent with the nature of the Skid Row population in other cities, 

the Anchorage Skid Row population is also able to be sub-divided or 

classified analytically according to variables such as residential 

status, employment, transiency, mobility, social service agency uti 

lization, health, nutrition, income, expenditures, drinking habits, 

family background and, in general, life support systems. Although 

it 'is possible to analytically classify subgroups of this population 

according to these variables at any one point; in time, it is important 

to keep in mind that group classification actually overlap, and that 

individuals tend to slide from one group to another rather than remain 

highly stable. 

Subgroups of the Population; A Model 

The various findings presented in the Results section suggest certain 

dimensions and patterns which appear to best describe the overall Skid 

Row population as divided into a number of definable subgroups. As 

may.be seen in Figure I, four subgroups can be constructed which closely 

f if the data. Using Transiency V/ithin Anchorage as the vertical axis 

and Employment as the horizontal axis, four groups may be clearly de 

picted. The groups in clockwise order from the cop right are: 1) the 
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Highly-Mobile-Working Group; 2) the Residencial-Working Group; 3) the 

Residencial-Semi-Employed Group; and 4) the Homeless-Unemployed Group. 

Th. Highly-Mobile-Working group primarily consists of men, away fro. 

their families.-who come to Anchorage in order to find winter employ 

ment. They are perhaps somewhat younger than the rest of the pop 

ulation and tend to be in good health. This group does not heavily 

utilize social services, but some of them use the free food programs 

that are available. They appear to have other alternatives available 

. for food and shelter than do the other groups. Their most likely 

drinking place is in bars. Although this group tends to be involved 

in minor public incidents involving police, they are the least likely 

to, spend time in jail. 

The Highly-Mobile-Working group perceives the Fourth Avenue area as a 

forced recreational choice while either obtaining employment or work 

ing in Anchorage, while away from their immediate family and home towns. 

Most of the Highly-Mobile-Working group plan to leave Anchorage in the 

spring to work at home or in other cities or villages. 

The Residential-Working group shares che characteristic of relatively 

regular work with the HiShly-Mobile-Working group but maintains a more 

stable residence in Anchorage. In fact, the Residential-Working group 

is the most socially stable of che four groups. This group tends to 

reside in Anchorage year-round and tends co find fairly steady employ 

ment. Some members of this group live with their families, but most 

are single nan. This group Cends to be independent ana does not utilize 



social service agency resources as a rule. The Residential-Working 

group chooses to live in the Fourth Avenue area because of its in 

expensive housing and central location, and many of these persons 

do not use Fourth Avenue recreationally. While many members of this 

group do drink, they tend to be more moderate in their public drinking 

behavior, and drink most often at home. 

Another subgroup of the Skid Row population that also resides in the 

Fourth Avenue area may be called th<rResidential-Semi-employed} This 

group tends to live in Anchorage year-round, but is not as socially 

stable as the Residential-Working group. .The irregular sources of 

income for this group includes odd jobs, social security, workmen's 

compensation, and if Native, financial assistance from agencies such 

as Cook Inlet Native Association. This use of financial assistance 

may explain why, in an earlier part of the analysis, the Residential 

sample group considered as a whole was found to receive a relatively 

higher percentage of welfare assistance. In fact, the Residential-

Seal-employed subgroup may have been responsible for this apparent 

discrepancy. 

The Residential-Semi-employed group does make limited use of free food 

services and some members of this group report a need for such essentials 

as clothing, medical attention and jobs. This group may be a critical 

target for intervention, as an increase in employment and residential 

stability night help shift this group toward the more stable Residential-

Working group. However, failure for this group to find employment is 

probably associated with their intermittent entry into the most de 

bilitated group, that of the Homeless-Unemployed. 



The Homeless-Unemployed group may be the most socially maladjusted of 

Che four groups. Group members tend to be transient within Anchorage, 

but reside in Anchorage year-round. This group is composed of males 

who do not work, who have no recent work history and thus are unable 

to qualify for any type of consistent financial assistance. These 

persons have no visible means of support - no income, no way to provide 

for shelter, food or alcohol. The Homeless-Unemployed group drinks 

alcohol wherever possible and as much as possible. Public social 

service agencies are their primary support systems, yet these agency 

interactions are only brief and sporadic - just moment-tormoment and 

day-to-day. Their lifes are conducted publicly on the street—drinking, 

sleeping, socializing. With no income, they are not usual customers 

at bars, cafes or/hotels. They are frequent users of short-term health 

services and even enter long-term services, only to leave prematurely. 

They have many needs for services directly associated with their street 

life style, which are typified by injuries and health problems associated 

with alcohol consumption, sleeping and eating from dumpsters, sleeping 

a-

near steam pipes, and other sanitary problems. 

Social Service Agencies and the Skid Row Ecosystem 

Public and social service agencies play a principal role in the life 

style of Skid Row dwellers. Many of those interviewed in the study 

used five or more agencies on a regular basis. An example of a "typical" 

person who lives in this ecosystem would best illustrate this point. 
I 

Joe Brown (a fictitious character) has lived in Anchorage four years. 



Joe is now living In a hocel in the Fourth Avenue area, after a recent 

one-month stay at Che Salvation Army (his third stay there). Breakfasts 

and dinners are received at The Mission and lunches at Che Salvation 

Army soupline. Joe is a skilled carpenter and was trained at the Skill 

Center, however, he prefers to work odd jobs; this week he worked for 

two days. Evenings are spent in the bars on Fourth Avenue and he's 

welcome there now because for a time he can pay. Last night he passed 

ouc drunk and hie his head and was taken by Emergency Medical Services 

to the hospital. Today he says he feels fine, but is a liccle too ill 

to work. Anyway he can'C work because he has to see an employment 

counselor in the early afternoon, so he's decided to spend the day on 

Fourth Avenue. "After all," he asks, "where else is tnere to go?" His 

alcohol consumption is again increasing. 

While Joe is a fictitious character, hia example illustrates two 

important poinCs. The first point is simply that the person living 

in Che Skid Row area is involved in a complex sub-culture in which 
4 

agency usage is an integral component. The second point is chat Che 

very existence of the agencies help constitute present day Skid Row 

and perpetuate a cycle from which Che individual has no apparent exit. 

Furthermore, some persons see little or no reward value in rehabilitation 

and/or exit from Skid Row which may reflect the function of Skid Row 

within Che societal system of economic and social stratification. 

The heaviest use of the jgencies was found Co be made by the group 

which was earlier labeled the Homeless-Unemployed. This group fre 

quently uses emergency medical services, hospital emergency roam, detox 

and food providers. In addition, group members encer short- and long-

term alcohol treatment services only :o drop out after their most im-



mediate needs for sustenance are satisfied. This cycle appears to be 

frequently repeated. Involved contact with law enforcement activity 

and jail appears infrequently. Perhaps similar or even greater benefits 

night be derived for this group from a health care maintenance program 

of protective care,, rather than intensive alcoholism treatment services. 

The next section suggests a working definition of the Skid Row public 

inebriate which is based on the findings of this study in regard to 

this Homeless-Unemployed group. 

A Working Definition of the Skid Row Public Inebriate 

The Skid Row inebriate would seem to be most closely represented in the 

model offered in Figure I as the Homeless-Unemployed group. Individuals 

in this group live transient lifestyles within Anchorage, but do noc 

generally leave the Anchorage area. They tend to be unemployed and 

depend heavily on agency services, and make the required use of odd 

jobs and panhandling for their very limited income which is primarily 

used to purchase alcohol. This group tends to have less education 

than other groups yet some members are skilled laborers or college 

educated. These individuals are very dependent on the day-to-day 

services that are the extensions of several social programs - the detox 

center (noc located in the Skid Row area), the Salvation Army soup-lunch, 

and the Rescue Mission dinner and shelter services. They tend to 

utilize these services to "get by", to get from day-to-day. Alcoholism 

treatment services tend to be entered not as the first step in rehabili 

tation, but only as further support for "getting by". This is not to 

say that any individual could not utilize existing treatment services 



and enter into a different lifestyle. However, this l. not likely, 

both in view of the nature of the history of the lifestyle of this 

group and in terms of the history of the reported experience of the 

social service agencies of Anchorage. 

Alcohol abuse and'addiction, along with a marginal social position 

appear to be the two most defining characteristics of the Homeless-

Unemployed group. Life for this group is conducted in public ~ 

drinking, sleeping, eating, socializing, or acquiring needed support. 

Most all activities are most often public events. The obvious con 

sumption of alcohol and the obvious life behavior problems associated 

with that consumption, and the obvious "publicness" of.their lifes 

distinguish this group from the rest of the Skid Row population as ' 

weU as locate group members as the most socially distant from the 

greater society. 

Summary/Conclusions 

The^findings of the present study regarding the descriptive characteristics 

of the Skid Row population of the Anchorage Fourth Avenue area indicate 

the existence of characteristic lifestyle behaviors, but with some 

notable exceptions. The general characteristic range of lifestyle 

behaviors in this area is similar to other urban Skid Row areas. 

Alcoholism was found to be prevalent, as was a marginal relationship 

with the larger society. A certain segment of the overall population 

is composed of working men with relatively regular sources of income. 

In addition, the population also includes those with somewhat more 

intermittent sources of income, as well as those with no visible means 
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of support. The superficial street appearance of the population is, 

misleading. Although the participants are primarily members of Alaskan 

Native groups, the proportional representation of the Natives is about 

602 of the total.which is quite different compared to the "common 

knowledge" based on street observation which indicates the figure to 

be closer to 98%. This percentage of minority persons in Skid Row is, 

however, uncharacteristic of other urban Skid Row areas. Further dis 

tinguishing characteristics include a younger population, and a greater 

proportion of females. 

The findings of the present study regarding the descriptive character 

istics of the Anchorage Skid Row population were able tp be distributed 

along two primary dimensions of employment and mobility in a manner 

that allowed the construction of four distinguishable subgroups of the 

population. The most debilitated group, the Homeless-Unemployed, fits 

most closely to the general stereotypic and historical impression of the 

"public inebriate." This group is the most significant user of agency 

resources, the least likely to have employment and, in general, the 

most socially and personally debilitated. 

The Highly-Mobile-Working group and the Residential-Employed group were 

found to be the most healthy and least maladjusted within Skid Row. The 

former group usually works in Anchorage during the winter season and 

migrates back to villages, fishing communities and construction jobs 

when warm weather comes. The Residential-Employed group, on the other 

hand, contains long-term inhabitants of Anchorage who maintain a 

residence in the Fourth Avenue area and independently provide for food, 
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recreation, and other social activities. 

A fourth group, the Residential-Semi-Emplcyed, is Che most ill-defined 

group. It represents not only a mixture of the other groups but appears 

to be a primary transition group as individuals go through cycles and 

exchange positions. The interchange between this group and che Homeless-

Unemployed and the Residential-Employed may be coaunon. It would seem 

that more intensive adult services provided to this group at this time 

of transition could be very critical for the character of the Skid Row 

population. 

A social strategy whereby general health care maintenance programs, 

that would include Che services and facilities more comron to adult 

protective care services, would be available to the homeless, unem 

ployed persons in the Skid Row population and would seem to be con 

sistent with the descriptive characteristics of this subgroup, their 

participation in the more intensive alcoholism treatment services and 

other social service programs for only short periods of time only to 

satisfy immediate needs precludes the availability of those resources 

for others with greater rehabilitation potential. 

Such maintenance type programs would seem better suited to the needs and 

characteristics of this homeless, unemployed group and particularly aid 

in the reduction in the extent to which their lifes are conducted in public. 

Facilities and services that would provide alternatives to the streets, 

alleys, doorways, and dumpsters for life activities would be useful in 

this regard. Further, the availability of these maintenance facilities 

and services for health, sanitation, food, shelter, and nutrition would 
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raosc logically be located within the territory already designated as 

the Skid Row area. In many cases, it seems that ic is the commerce or 

transgressions across boundary lines that causes more political and 

public concern than the observation of the condition and human needs 

in evidence. 

Exact enumeration of the Anchorage Skid Row population i3 impossible. 

However the question of size is an important consideration, thus a 

very rough estimate of the size of the population may be suggested based 

on data' collected for this study, reported findings, and on information 

recorded by social service agencies thac interact daily with the various 

segments of the population. 

Approximately nineteen percent of the survey respondents reported being 

regular users of the Detoxification Unit of the Comprehensive Alcoholisn 

Services. If regular users of detox services are defined as persons 

who used decax three or more times during the last year, then according 

to :the actual detox unit records the projected estimate of the overall 

'skid Row population would be somewhere around 700 persons. This figure 

would then include all persons in all the various subgroups of the popu 

lation that may be defined. The basis for the determination of this 

figure certainly leaves a great deal to be desired. If one were to 

further assume that not all of the multiple users of che detox services 

were Skid Row participants, and estimate that about eighty percent was 

a more appropriate guess, then the total population estimate would be 

come closer to about 560 persons. 

The other numerical estimate of interest is the size of the Skid Row 
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public inebriate subgroup. Study findings indicated that about 60% 

of the unemployed respondents were also high users of multiple agencies. 

Given this information, and the findings regarding the drinking be 

havior, and lifestyle conditions of this homeless and unemployed group. 

and equating this portion of the group to multiple users of the detox 

services (three or more times), then the approximate size of the Skid 

Row public inebriate subgroup would be about 90 persons. This figure 

also approximates the informed estimates of social service workers in 

the Skid Row area which set the number for this group somewhere between 

75 and 100 persons. 

It must be emphasized that these estimates are only estimates. They 

represent the b.'.c guess possible given the available information. They 
ani offered at this time only as tentative working figures and must be 

regarded in this perspective. 

Future Research 

The nature of the present investigation was primarily descriptive. The 

focus of concern was the nature of the target population of Skid Row 

participants. The time constraints on investigation allowed for only 

analysis of variables that were readily notifiable. Further analysis 

of the same data along with additional data not able to be included in 

this analysis would allow a more detailed examination of family, education 

residential, and employment history, as well as a more detailed exam-

ination of mobility patterns. 

The finding of the present stud, .uu»t chac additional research re 

garding the behavior patterns of Skid Row participants might focus on 



personal interaction patterns, patterns of personal interaction with 

social service agencies and private business (hotels, bars, cafes, etc.) 

as well as a case history approach of selected representatives of the 

various subgroups of the population. 

In addition, the nature of, the matrix of involvement of the various 

federal, state, regional, local and private agencies and their dele 

gated duties and responsibilities in relation to the needs and character 

istics of the Skid Row population and the societal context in which this 

population exists would also appear to be worthy of attention. 
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50. 

Mo: 11.1 

IV. BttMfcifj; t OrJl KelMcd Pc?-*ytor. [flail fame*! 

43. DO \1-TlJ LOG (IllKj* tAJli--l IJuUl *lt»>«l Vt-s: 

Ha: 

31. to j-uui ft. Oiif* U>t taiie aL| Lte Lime: t5. 

b. Go (ji blJtycs or £prce*i 30' 

]i. Itv ofttn 

JS, l*> you usually 

Daily: 4 

Tc^ tlnci 

urn 

11-1 

41. II often: 
* 

(.-.-,: 

V. >Liu,ljt] fti 

: . . (U slwp 

' 

Hotel! 

IKJ 

k.l.jl 

17 r.". 

bwfl 

yuu 

U*: 

B.I 

39.1 

1%*i <-ant: Yea; 33*1 
Ito: 2G.2 

y^" driri s 

Teai 4.* 

|U! 9S.4 

: &*r; 34.0 ?clv*le 

SUc«t: 10-5 OtJ^f, ot 

• j 

I* 9.0 B-31: 20.7 

2-4: 11.1 1-3 m^s: ll.l 
S-li 11.7 1 C«*l 2*.' 

ID, tt*a ixntt place Uw hat aid cold 

51 

o>ldi i 

th* t«iiJ*ii»l.iiie of your nuni Ttw luI^Ii >-l 
TVju lioL: I. 1 

K»nit riylitt flT.t 

40. Kh 

Store: 

: 10-5 

41 If yo^i diinXliw * pi.TJblei»5 tea; 46.6 

Hoi 53-* 

. Did 
: Yeai 4J 

0i 23.1 

1; 43.1 

It 9.5 

Itw iia yuu ytt imui 

A. Walk! lft»t 70-5 

ho: 31.1 

B. Bus; Tcit )1.4 

Ho: 4H.4 

1.1 

J * 

15.5 

C. Ptlv#tP Can tall 17.4 

Ho: 30 

. ■ 



V- . I»-J»fjiyi.anri Utility 

58. to \x*> think And01*9* Is a safe city fcr you 10 live in: Ye*i 71.0 
HOi 21.0 

UiLs Eprif? or *>9, 0o you have definite plans to leave 

Yes: 48,7 

Do: 51.) 

to. U.tie do you plan 10 live newt falli factorage: 52.1 
Other cityt 21. J 

Village! 14.9 

Out of State1 11.5 

6J4. do you axe dtwntxwn to the 4th Awe. axeas Nights: 14.3 
Days: 28.0 

toth; IS.) 

Oil«r: 41.1 

tlb. Miy: Oily rlAoe to 90: 1.6 Drink: iS.O 

K.-dtsition: 7.0 Other: 50.) 

Frieidsi 26.2 

62. 

. *3.y Aj you 

you lived In Anct*>r«9ci Less U.«n u« month: 5.) 

1-3 nonth»i 6» 

4-6 ncnthsi 

6 ioto - 1 ye*ri 

1 yeari 

in 

VI. 

5.) 

4.§ 

7T71 

\irl*\ 

65: Have you txarellul out of tlte slate tliis past year; Yes: 16.4 

rto: 6). 6 

47. Itavo you cv«x »ic*n to i-riaon or Jalli 
Ito: 

6S: Osntact with the following thU past ronlh: 

A. Dutca: 

B. Dicnjcticy Rocnt 

C. 

D. E-M.S.i 

E. Health Clinlci 

F. 

C. Nuw Start: 

II. Studio Clis» 

I. Voc. Retksbi 

J. Folios 1 

K. Jail 1 

L. Cburti 

M. V.A.i 

H. Sally* 

0. OUieri 

P. Other: 

Ski* of agencies t 0: 

li 

2-4» 

16.1 

17.9 

)5.8 

915-

17.9 

15.8 

4.7 

6.) 

8.9 

5.) 

8.9 

9.5 

31.7 

15.8 

4.2 

2.1 

1.1 

).2 

.5 

1.6 

2.6 

1.1 

1.6 

.5 

7.4 

7.9 

4.) 

2.1 

2.6 

2.6 

1.6 

5-10i 

10*: 

• 1.1 

Bl.l 

61.1 

90.0 

B0.5 

at.6 

BIT 

86.1 

bit 

an.4 

61.2 

BI.6 

94.2 

VI. Service Provider and CajctaXur Owilract 

66. IJcw pay 

0: 63.0 

1: 22.2 

this past year have you been arrested* 

2-4: 13.8 

5»i 1-1 



VI. Scivire Piwirtor i CarvldV.ec Contact |Cbntii«wd| 

(9. O*>Uict with tit following tills f-st «?ek: 

VII. ItcaJth, UiLTitlcn t Hygiene tOantlnued) 

74. (Cbntinund) 

Fishi 

Brood: 

Eggis 

Dry Beansi 

75. 

Tea 

did you have your last bath or shower: ' 

46.8 Itxtoyt 

During the last 

week! 50.0 

During the last nuntht 1.4 

Over a msnth agot 1■4 

Ylli Attrition t 

70. )!">-■ fl.iny 

71. 

drj ycu eot a dayj 1: 

2: 

3: 

22.1 

40.7 

35.4 

at: Cafe: 

72; Uu*3\ at: 

73. Di/incr at: 

Sally: 

Cofe: 

Ktfsion: 

Sallyt 

Cafe: 

Sallyi 

13.9 

17.1 

5.1 

17.J 

1.9 

17.9 

11.3 

5.1 

Bar: .9 

Rxni 31.5 

Other: 30.6 

18.9 

26.0 
Othert 

Bar: 1.2 

Rxn: 24.9 

Other: 32.9 

4«: 1.1 

74. Of the follcwiiKj, whidi do you cat at lra&t era: darir^j ait avurayc we«Xi 

76. Men were your clothes last 

14.7 

75.8 

Today: 

During the last 

week: 

Diring tie last ncaith: 4.7 

Over a ninth *x»: 4. 7 

77. V£>ere were your clotlus last w-ashul: Laio>ljLi'«il: JO.b 

Sink: 3.2 

11.6 

5«.7 

78. In ti>e post has you; 

die 

Dentist: 

Nurse: 

Other: 

22.6 

8.9 

2.1 

7.4 

.5 

79- In the pest year, havv mw tctn 

80a. Do you have any cunejit he«ilth pritilon: Yes; 42.6 

No: 57.4 

80b: Mas an^-body helped you with Yvsj 

hu: 

51.2 

91 1 

J2 t 

67.4 

24.7 



VII. Iksalth, Uatrltion l Ityylcne 

81. Cv« vou oet ti* following If needed* 

Vea Ho 

67. Slnou last wi<?fc, have youi 

Ytu No 

81. Sli*ac wdy rtirnlrrj, hava youi 

a. Ti.^r. wiC yew spo-j 

b- Dctiii with your children 

c. &.-C.-. on the job: 

d. IV_Hin to thr burt 

e. Ev-on in contact with the policei 

f. DtA*n in ocjttact witli KCial tervloes; 

9. flung out at the street with friends: 

h. Iv.-Ji to a friunri's plaoat 

i. ih»J a diiiiki 

]. Keen in ocntact with a social worker; 

k. Slept at hotei 

1. Slept on the street! 

re. Slept at a friend's place: 

n. Ifcen to the hospitalt 

o. Been to church: 

p. Slept with wamn (If waun, w/iun)t 



APPENDIX II 

Table of Statistically Significant Items 

And Chi-5quftfed Value* 

Analysis by Agency: 

I. By Ag«ncy (continued) 

P-.OO2 

p-.OOO 

P-.O39 

p-.013 

p-.OOl 

P-.OO3 

p« .000 

p-.OOO 

p-.OOO 

p-.OOO 

P 

i>-.ooo 

p-.OOO 

p-.OOO 

P-.012 

p<.006 

P-.0O2 

P-.040 

p» .006 

D-.000 

p-.OOO 

P-.01S 

P-.019 

p» .000 

p-.0)4 

p-.OiO 



11. Analynis by number of Agenclta 

Drsultln? Chi' 
V»lue Prot-UUty 

p- .000 

p-.OlS 

p-.000 

P-.011 

p*.000 

P-.04S 

p-.OlO 

P-.028 

p-.OH 

P-.002 

P-.008 

F-.026 

p-.Oll 

p-.OM 

P-.0 39 

p-.OOl 

p-.000 

p-.OOO 

P-.000 

pa*000 

P-.0I8 

P-.004 

p*.000 

p-.OOO 

{,* .000 

p».000 

II. Agency (continued) 
Chi-

Piobabi 

p-.OJl 

p-.OOl 

p-.OOO 

P-.045 

p-,002 

p-.OH 

p-.OOO 

p-.OOO 

P-.014 

p-.000 

pa.000 

p-.OO) 

p>.008 

p- .000 

P'.002 

P-.O42 

p-.OOO 

p-.OOO 

p».000 

P-.O35 

p-.000 

p-.OlB 

Number of agencies 40.8)9 p-.OOO 



II. fey Mcncy (continued! 

Question Number 

68n 

1) 

75 

78a 

?ed 

79 

80 

eif 

82c 

82f 

82) 

821 

62n 

82p 

Blc 

eid 

831 

631 

B3n 

Peiultlng CM-

Square V«lu« 

28.218 

JS.IS8 

35.46) 

21.989 

30.606 

26.650 

18.992 

n.nt 

9.290 

10.06* 

3S.2OI 

29.113 
10.471 

25.63? 
10.811 

15.008 

12.ISO 

IS.492 

t.BOO 

13.010 

Probability 

p-.OOO 

p-.OH 

p-.O4 4 

p..008 

p>.000 

p-.OOl 

p-.OOO 

p«.000 

p-,025 

P-.018 

p-.OOO 

p-.OOO 

p-.OH 

p-.OOO 

p-.ou 

p-.OOl 

p-.OOS 

p«.O01 

P-.O32 

p-,004 

Tabl- ot Statistically 6i«inl«ic*nt lie*. 

Chl-Squared Value* 

njL. AnalyaU by 

Out s t i on Wanvbe r 

2 (demographic) 

4 

12a 

12c 

18 

21 

26a 

26d 

lit 

26dd 

27 

28 

29a 

29e 

29f 

29h 

36 

37 

39 

54* 

54C 

He»ultin9 Chi-

S^uate V*lue 

8.173 

29.593 

14.943 

11.371 

24.446 

103.964 

9.071 

12.600 

8.608 

11.616 

IS.933 

80.019 

21.121 
23.511 

24.639 

21.210 

22.099 

32.843 

29.431 

14.121 

10.654 

16.748 

16.020 

13.916 

C- I 



I? Ic .3JB by Ereplycment (continued 

Frcbnbilit) 

P-.003 

P-.030 

P-.045 

p».O2S 

l>-.004 

p«.041 

P'.Oil 

P-.007 

P-.O24 

p-.OOO 

P-.020 

P-.oie 

P-.O27 

P-.003 

P-.O32 

p-.OOO 

P-.032 

P-.O42 

P-.O49 

Table of Statistically Signivicant 

And Chi-Squared Values 

IV. Analysis by Mobility 

::»J»U!$X 

P-.01I 

P-.04B 

P-.O49 

p-,002 

P-.026 

P-.027 

p=.008 

P-.029 

P-.006 

P-.002 

P'.OOB 

P-.008 

P-.OOO 

(•-.007 

p-.OOO 

P-.O26 

p-.OOO 

p*.O46 

P-.006 

p-.0 30 

J.-.024 

P-.O49 

p-.006 

P'.OOS 

p-.OOO 

p-.oooa 



.o, ,11 |«r« 

rd by M,clr . 
>,,, co.,t<, ,.,rf I 

o COjJln|. 

In th, 

,„ 

of iI.u1imi.ui coll.ctloa 
,ocu# of iTS 

* it1 f* **• *•• »•• 

*: ii *?iii.S_iii£B lU ATg_OULS_T IOHNAIRE 

1. Have you been Interviewed by eomeone In the last few 

Vcs No 

A. How much did you receive? 

0. IH.cie vat the Interview? 

2. Ploce Interview io conducted (check one)i 

-..._A« Agency (namei _ 

|__B. Street (namet 

C. Residential (r.dme/tocationt 

3. Ti.-re of Interviews am pm (circle one) 

4. lufcrrai smiice (if any) t 

5. Condition of interview; Favorable Unfavorable 

6. ]& interview conplete: Yes Uo 

It not, why noti 

I 't 

I. Demographic Information 

2. Sevt M 

4. Racbi A. Csklmo 

B. Alfcut 

C. Athabascan 

0. Indian 

C. Black 

F. Asian 

G. Caucasian 

of ~5nt e'rview 

I fertify that the Information listed on this form has 

t>ct>ii obtaim;d by me from the rc&|>ondent arid la accurate 
and complete. 



JI. Family 

5a. la your n*other living? (If yes, 90 to Sb) Yea 

5b llcw old wctc you when she died? 

60, Is your father living? |lf yes, go to (b) Yes 

6b . Mew old were you when he died? ■ 

No 

No 

7. l!cw r.any child*en we*« In your fa»lly? 

8. Were you adopted out? 

9 Has tSere BC.neor.e else In the hone who helped raise you 

(such a* An aunt or <jc audit*)? Yea No 

a. Who? 

10. (0.at did your father (bother If father Absent) do /or • 

Ilvlng7 t_ 

11. Karltal Statusi 

A. Karrled • 

B. Divorced 

C. Widowed 

D. Separated 

12. Have you ever been ixarrled? (If no, go to 131 Ye« No 

a. Co* cany time a weie you narrled? 

b. Khen? 

from to 

fio» _^______ to 

from to m 

from to 

c. If carried, are you living with you tpousa »t the present 

time? Yes Ho 

d. If married, do you see your spouse during some periods of 

the year and not others? Yes No 

II. family Mlstoiy (cont.J 

(12) e. Khere? 

f. When? 

i 

11. Do you see your family during aome periods of the yrar and 

not others? Y<* No 

a. Where? __ 

b. When? 

c. Why? . , 

14. How tLany children do you have? 

13. Do you have any family here In Anchoia^e? Ye» »•<> 



Educational and Employment HI storyi 

16. Did you have any religious training? 

a. Denomination! 

17. Did you have any extensive religious training? 

II. Kha\ yrade did you complete In school? 

19. Did you go away from horns to attend school? 

Yes Ho 

Yes HO 

Yes No 

b. When? 

c. Why? 

20. Have you ever lived Just "off the land" {Subsistence 

living)? -Yes Ho 

a. Where? ____ 

b. How? ___ 

21. Do you have any special job training? 

a. What Jobs were you trained to do? 

Yes No 

b. Where were you trained? 

c. How much training did you receive? 

22. Kcre you In the military? 

a. Where? 

b. When? . 

Yes No 

c. Miat type of discharge? 

r 

\ : 

III. Education i tnvJoyment (Contlnuodl 

23. Are you working now? 

24. Now often do you work? 

A. Duration 

B. Frequency __^__________ 

Ye» »•« 

C. Why? 

2S. What jcLa have you done In the |>«st month/ 

26. Oo you get . . . ? (Check those below that apply) 

A. Social Security $ 

a. Pension $ 

C. u,iVi-«in*« Qaiy*jr**tlcn $ 

D. Welfare $ 

E. Steady Work 5 

r. Odd Jobs J 

C. Pan Handling % 

H. Uftutployrent OoqpenaaUcn t 

I. Savings S 

J. Other ( 

(Specify) ' 

IMJII t ll 

monl li 

mull I It 

month 

month 

ihoikl li 

month 

27. Do you receive your lncooe regulirly? 

2°. Do you often find yourself broke? 

month 

(Total n>. 

IncomeI 

Yri 

Yo* 

Nu 

Mo 



'.II. Education t Employment (Ccntinucd)i 

29. How much do you 4*>end * week on: 

a. Housing: 

b. Jtcstauranti 

c. Cigarettes* 

d. Ciocerleei 

e. 

f. Drlnki 

g. Diuga; 

h. 

(.tovJ»b, bowling, etc) 

IV. Drinking and Diug-Relsted Dehavior 

I 

i. 

i! 

i; 
! ', 

30. Do you drink? (If no, 90 to 42) 

31. Do you: 

a. Drink the sane way all the tlnei or 

b. Do you 90 on binges or fc;>rer» Uitln<j aeveral day* 

32. How often do you drink? 

a. Dally 

b. Few tlmea a week 

c. Leas 

33. A. When do you start? 

Yea Ho 

A S 

B. Why? 

C. M>en do you atop? 

34. When you drink, about hew i.ach do ycu dilnk? (Recoid 

35. Do you usually drink: - A 

A. Alone 

B. with others 

36. What do you usually drink? _ 

11. Can you always gel the alcohol you want 7 Ve« 

38. When alcohol can't be gotten, do you drink sterno, 

aftershave, or other ncn-beveraye alcohol? Y«a tlO 



Evhavlor (Continued)t 

39. WT.er* do you muiUy drink. In * bar, on the street 

or at scneonc'i place? 

A. aax 

B. Street 

C. Private residence 

D. Other, or cccblnat Ion of A,B,C. 

40. Vl.tie 1*0 you usually get your alcohol front J 

A. A bar; or 

it. A |-AcKage atoce. 

41. Is vt>u' »!rli»*lng a problem? 

<}. Old your rrotht-t cr father drlnK heavily? 

4). Do you u»r dru^s other than alcohol? 

A. If bo. what drugsi ^ ___ 

Yea 

Yeft 

No 

Ho 

Yes Ho 

44. li |O la yea. How often do you uae 

A. Daily 

B. Tew timea a week 

C. Leas Often 

V. Housing and Mobility* 

45. Where djd you sleep laat night? 

A. Hlaalon Hanst 

B. Hotel Name: 

C. Ap«rtment lUmtt 

D. Sally h'ame: 

X C. Other Name: 

46. How naiiy nights have you atayed at that placet 

47. Kl.ete did you live beforei 

48. Kliat do you like about where you live? .. _„. 

49. What hra the things that you do not like about it? 

50. Does your toon have not and cold running water? 

_A. Hot and cold 

B. Hot 

C. Cold 

D. Neither 

51. How la the temperature in your room? 

A. Too cold 

B. Too hot 

C. Al>out right 

57. Poea anyc;te ever (hare your icom with you? 

A. If )ct, Ho« Often? ^ 

B. How many people ahare thla ioOn with you? 



Housing (Continued)i 

SJ. Where do you usually •pern) your days? 

A. Might.? 

S«. How do you get around Anchorage) 

A. walk 

_B. Bus 

C. rri'.fcto car 

D. Taxi 

*• Other (Specifyi 

S5. JU out how »Uch territory do you covtr during 
average day? 

56. In what |-arla of Anchorage do you feel most relaxed? 

A. Days: 

8. Kightai _ 

57. m what ptrta do you feel post untaay and tense? 

A. Dayai 

B. Nlghtai 

S«. Do you think Anchorage 1. a s«f. city for you to 
li live in? 

ye. „„ 

59. Oc you hive definite plans to leave Anchorage thl. tmm No 
spring or aunsner? 

60. Where do you plan to live neat fall? 

61. When do you come downtown to the 4th Ave. area7 

'. Housing (Continued)i 

61. Mow long have you lived in Anchorage? 

a. Whcr«- d»0 ,-ou tive one ,*ir •.;;.? 

b. Five years ago? 

61. Khy do you atay in Anchorage? 

I 64. Where have you traveled in the state this past year? 

a. When? 

b. Why? 

65. Have you traveled out of the atate this past year? 

a. Whon7 __ Vcs '•" 

b. Why? ^^^^^ 

A. Why? 



Service Provider and Caretakor Contracti 

.6. Hew p-»ny Limes this past year have you bean 

arrested? 

•7. Have you every been to priaon or jail? tarn Ho 

il. Have you been in contact with this 

past nonth? lit Yea) Here you treated favorably 

or unfavorable? 

Ye*/F*vorably Yea/Unfavorably Ho 

A. Detox: 

B. Eneryency Room 

C. Hospitalt 

0. E.M.S. 

E. Health Cllnlci 

F. Public Assistance: 

G. New Startt 

H. Studio Clubt 

I. Voc. Rehab.t 

J. Pol icet 

K. Jalli 

L. Courti 

H. V.A.: 

H. Sally* 

Other {Specify} 

O. 

9. 

Service Provider (Continued)I 

69. Hove you been in contact with thU p*ot week? 

til yea) Were you treated favorably or unfavorably? 

Ye»/F»vorably Yes/Unfavoiably 

houaea/iiotelst 

i a. 

b. 

C . ^ 

d. 

B.»ra I 

t a. 

b. 

c. i 

d. 

Cafeat 

i a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Package Store* 

tl»me) t a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Shopai 

Haao)i 

b. 

c. 


