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Background and Proposal Description 
 
Equine Assisted Therapy Alaska (EATA), formerly the Rainbow Connection Therapeutic Horseback 
Riding Center, is preparing to resubmit plans for an 8640-square-foot structure to cover an arena at the 
Chamberlin Equestrian Center at Ruth Arcand Park.  The arena is in a part of the Equestrian Center 
managed by the Anchorage Horse Council. 
 
EATA provides programs of therapeutic and recreational horseback riding to children and adults with 
physical, cognitive, and psychosocial disabilities.  The proposed structure would provide greater security 
and weather protection for year-round operation to better serve EATA’s clients. 
 
Plans for a covered arena were proposed in 2010 for a different site at the Center requiring more 
extensive site preparation.  Construction at the location in this proposal would utilize an existing arena 
and require less site preparation.  The structure would be the same as proposed before. 
 
The design of the covered arena is an arched, steel-framed structure with fabric covering, 120 feet long, 
72 feet wide, and 30 feet maximum height.  The structure is a pre-engineered standard design from 
“Cover-All Building Systems, Inc.”  The color is white with green.  Additional information is attached.   
 
EATA has submitted these plans under a “Ground Lease” for operation of the Equestrian Center, 
authorized by voters and the Assembly in 2007 and executed in 2009.  The lease established separate 
“Exclusive Use Areas” for Rainbow Connection and the Anchorage Horse Council and also provides for a 
“coverall indoor arena” for temporary use on an existing arena in the Equestrian Center.  EATA and AHC 
have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to facilitate shared use of the existing arena site. 
 
The lease provides that the Parks and Recreation Director may decide “as to the advisability of 
construction of such improvements.”   However, because of the change in location and scope, the Parks 
and Recreation Department requests Parks and Recreation Commission concurrence regarding the 
revised plans.   
 
EATA has presented the revised plans to the Huffman-O’Malley and Abbott Loop Community Councils 
and indicates their support.  The lease provides for a more extensive public process, depending on the 
scope of the project and potential impacts on the park and neighborhood.  Staff understands that greater 
public involvement may be required if plans for the facility or operation expand or otherwise change 
significantly in the future. 
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Analysis 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department believes that the current project as presented does not 
significantly change the type and level of use from current conditions.  The Department believes that this 
proposal is substantially consistent with the existing park “Master Plan.”  
 
The Department understands that this project is a step towards building a permanent facility for the 
program.  A more permanent-appearing structure may be desirable and more consistent with the 
durability and visual characteristics of most Municipal buildings; however, the proposed structure would 
provide a recognized public benefit. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department recommends that the Parks and Recreation Commission adopt 
the attached resolution in support of the proposed covered arena project at Ruth Arcand Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 Proposed Building Location and Drill Locations (for geotechnical analysis) 
 Site Diagram Detail 
 Typical building plans 
 Aerial photo of Ruth Arcand Park showing proposed arena location 
 Excerpts from Section 16 (Ruth Arcand Park) “Master Plan” 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc:   Rebecca Widmer, Executive Director, Equine Assisted Therapy Alaska 
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Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

632 W. 6th Avenue, Suite 630 
P.O. Box 196650 

Anchorage, AK 99519 
 

 
PRC RES NO. 2015-07 

Proposed Equestrian Arena Enclosure at Ruth Arcand Park  
 
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory capacity to 
both the Mayor and the Assembly; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission has the responsibility and duty to 
provide for the long term vision of our park system by ensuring that a balance of parks, natural 
resources, and recreation facilities provides for the health, welfare, and safety of all residents of 
the Anchorage Bowl; and 

 
WHEREAS, Equine Assisted Therapy Alaska is a non-profit organization that provides valuable 
services to citizens of Anchorage, and holds a lease allowing for development of improvements 
at Ruth Arcand Park to facilitate and enhance those services; and  
 
WHEREAS, EATA has submitted plans generally consistent with the said lease and other plans, 
and supported in concept by Huffman-O’Malley and Abbott Loop Community Councils; now, 
therefore 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission recommends 
authorization for construction of a proposed enclosure for equestrian facilities at Ruth Arcand 
Park, generally as proposed, subject to the following condition: 
 
EATA shall obtain all additional approvals and permits necessary and required in conformance 
with applicable Municipal and other agency regulations.      
  
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission this 12th day 
of March, 2015.   
 

_____________________________ 
       Chair  
       Parks and Recreation Commission  
 
ATTEST:  
________________________________ 
John Rodda, Director 
Parks & Recreation Department 



The Boutet Co.

EQUINE ASSISTED THERAPY ARENA

SECTION SIXTEEN SUBDIVISION TRACT D



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Site Diagram 
Proposed EATA Arena 

WCCEC Ruth Arcand Park 
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