MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 2015-048

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF THE UMED DISTRICT PLAN.

(Case No. 2015-0036)

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Planning and Zoning Commission was presented the
October 2015 UMED District Plan Public Hearing Draft on October 12, 2015, by staff
from the Community Development Department, Long-Range Planning Section, with
subsequent public testimony from a UMED-area community council and
organizational representatives; and

WHEREAS, the UMED District Plan was funded with an Alaska state grant that
required four separate elements: a robust public outreach process, the update to the
2003 U-MED/ Universities and Medical District Framework Master Plan, a co-generation
feasibility study, and a parking utilization study; and

WHEREAS, the UMED Steering Team was formed to guide the planning process
comprised of the UMED organizations, community councils, and legislative
representatives, giving the UMED District planning effort a wide cross-section of
representation and support; and

WHEREAS, the UMED District Plan includes eight vision elements, their
respective goals and implementation items, design guidelines, and a land use plan
map with related land use descriptions; and

WHEREAS, the eight vision elements are intended to guide future development
in medical, educational, redevelopment, economic development, neighborhood
improvements, and park management functions, while maintaining the ongoing
community outreach process defined through the issues and opportunities h eard
during the UMED District Plan update planning process; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission opened and closed the public
hearing on the UMED District Plan on October 12, 2015, after taking public testimony
and initiated the deliberation of the merits of the plan; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission further deliberated the UMED
District Plan on November 9, 2015, whereby the Commission provided amendments to
the UMED District Plan and finalized its recommendation for approval to the Anchorage
Assembly.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Anchorage Planning and Zoning
Commission that:

A. The Commission makes the following findings of fact:
1. The UMED District Plan is compatible with the Anchorage 2020—

Anchorage Bowl Comprehensive Plan and serves to reinforce the UMED
District as an important employment center.
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The plan includes redevelopment areas intended to provide housing and
residential support for the UMED employment center.

The public process was thorough and engaged with all the institutions in
the area approving the plan as adopted.

The adoption of this plan will maintain and improve the characteristics
that make the UMED District such a great place to live, work, and play.

The UMED Steering Team provided extensive input into the decisions
and process of developing the plan, and moved the bar pretty far by
getting this plan done.

The Commission appreciates the extent of staff's work during this
planning process.

Growth will occur and things will change in the UMED District. The
UMED District Plan tries to outline responsible ways for the UMED
District to grow and be maintained with those elements that are
important to the people, landowners, and the broader Anchorage
community.

B. The Planning and Zoning Commission recommends approval of the October
2015 UMED District Plan Public Hearing Draft to the Anchorage Assembly with
amendments listed in the Issue-Response Table, included as Attachment A, and
the updated Land Use Plan Map, included as Attachment B. The UMED District
Plan will replace the 2003 U-MED/ Universities and Medical District Framework
Master Plan in its entirety.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Planning and Zoning Commission
this 9t day of November, 2015.

ADOPTED by the Anchorage Planning and Zoning Commission this 7t day of

December, 2015. \ 9

[ )
Wl . Bhec e N(» )

Hal H. Hart, AICP “Tyler P. Robinson
Secretary Chair
Attachment: A. Issue-Response Table

krb

B. Land Use Plan Map, dated October 28, 2015

(Case No. 2015-0036)
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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE

WATERSHED & NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NO. 2014-03

A RESOLUTION ADDRESSING DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS FOR WILDLIFE
PASSAGE IN THE NORTHERN ACCESS CORRIDOR STUDY.

WHEREAS, the proposed Northern Access Road provides three pedestrian overpasses,
but no wildlife-crossing structures and no fencing or other treatments to minimize at-grade
crossings by moose; and

WHEREAS, moose currently use the wetland complex, which is to be bisected by the
proposed road and will continue to do so after the road is built; and

WHEREAS, without a road-crossing structure, moose will cross the road at grade; and

WHEREAS, the project’s planning team hopes to minimize moose-vehicle collisions by
providing lighting and restricting vehicle speeds; and

WHEREAS, moose are hit by motor vehicles on Anchorage streets with posted speed
limits of 45 mph or less, and many vehicle operators will drive faster than the posted speed; and

WHEREAS, because the curves and roundabouts are included in the road design, these
could limit sight distances for vehicle operators compared to otherwise straight road sections;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed road is likely to have moderate to heavy levels of traffic,
especially on evenings when events are scheduled in the new arena and emergency traffic in the
U-Med District; and

WHEREAS, although moose prefer overpasses to underpasses and overpasses greater
than 165 feet wide, and narrower overpasses with flared ends have also proven effective; and

WHEREAS, wildlife-crossing structures are seldom effective without fencing or other
means to channel animals onto the structure and minimize at-grade crossings; and

WHEREAS, research in several western states and Canadian provinces has found that
boulders can be as effective as fencing at channeling ungulates such as elk or moose in some
situations, and boulders are recommended as an innovative solution by the Federal Highway
Administration, according to Evaluation of the Use and Effectiveness of Wildlife Crossings,
National Cooperative Highway Research Program Report 615; and

WHEREAS, a direct comparison study of fences and boulders found that rip-rap

consisting of boulders 18—24 inches in diameter laid in a swath approximately 12—20 feet wide
deterred at-grade crossing by elk and could be an attractive alternative to fencing according to
Evaluation of measures to minimize wildlife-vehicle collisions and maintain permeability across
highways: Arizona Route 260, prepared for the Arizona Department of Transportation; and



Watershed & Natural Resources Advisory Commission
Resolution No. 2014-03
Page 2

WHEREAS, boulder rip-rap is likely to reduce the growth of shrubs along the road
margins that otherwise attract moose, restrict visibility, and require periodic maintenance; and

WHEREAS, data should be available on the effectiveness of boulder rip-rap at
minimizing at-grade wildlife crossings on Martin Luther King Blvd.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that in order to minimize unpredictable at-
grade crossings by moose and subsequent moose-vehicle collisions on the new road, the
Watershed and Natural Resources Advisory Commission recommends that the Alaska
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities consider and evaluate the addition of the
following design features:

1. Widening the proposed Northern Access Corridor’s middle pedestrian overpass
sufficiently to accommodate passage by moose and other wildlife: and

2. Lining the road prism with 18-24 inches diameter boulder riprap in swaths
approximately 20 feet wide to channel moose across the overpass.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Watershed & Natural Resources Advisory Commission
this 25th day of June 2014.
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Jerry T. Weaver, Jr. Tamdas Dedk  °

Secretary Chair
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