COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
PLANNING STAFF ANALYSIS

TYPE 4 TOWER DESIGN

F.5.a

DATE:
CASE NO:

APPLICANT:

REPRESENTATIVE:

REQUEST:

APPLICABLE ZONING
CODE

LOCATION:

COMMUNITY COUNCIL:

TAX NUMBER:

ZONING:

RECOMMENDATION:

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Application

PROPOSAL:

July 20, 2015
2015-0076

Verizon Wireless

Justin Abbott, Select Site Acquisition, LLC

Design approval for a Type 4 “Monopine”
camouflaged tower

“Old Code”

Alyeska North Addition #1, Block 1, Lots 1,
3C, 3B, 4 & USS 3569 PTN & Township 10
North, Range 2 East Section 16 PTN

Girdwood Board of Supervisors and Girdwood
Land Use Committee

076-015-35/Grid SE 4817

gRST-2 (New Base Resort) District

Approval

The applicant proposes to replace an existing 75-foot wood pole, type |
(monopole) tower with an 80-foot “monopine” camouflaged tower in
approximately the same location on the subject property. The Monopine is

designed to accommodate AT&T, Verizon Wireless and a future wireless carrier.
The owners of the property, Alyeska Ski Resort, LLC requested a camouflaged
tower for this location.
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CODE REQUIREMENTS:

Anchorage Municipal Code (AMC) 21.09.050-1 (Table of Allowed Uses) indicates
that a Type 1 and Type 4 tower are a permitted principal use in the district
subject to AMC 21.45.265 and AMC 21.50.280. However, AMC
21.45.265.A.17.B. states,

“Qualification of type 4 tower structure and antenna. Each type 4 tower
structures and antenna design shall be qualified as meeting the design
standard by the planning and zoning commission. A proponent of a type 4
tower structures and antenna design shall provide the commission with
evidence in the form of construction drawings, photographs, renderings, or
other data sufficient for the commission to find the design standard is satisfied.
At completion of the construction of the first tower structure and antenna
under a newly qualified design, it shall be reviewed by the commission to
confirm the installation complies with the design standards. If the installation
fails to comply subsequent tower structure and antenna design and installation
shall be amended or redesigned as directed by the commission.”

AMC 21.35.020.B. defines a type 4 tower as,

“Type 4 means a support structure, such as an existing building, steeple, spire
or utility pole that is not a type 1, 2 or 3 and is used for supporting a
disguised, camouflaged, or hidden antenna array so that it’s principal or
secondary function as an antenna and antenna support structure is
imperceptible to an uneducated eye. The antennas are mounted on the support
structure so that they are located and designed to minimize visual and
aesthetic impacts to surrounding land uses and structures and shall, to the
greatest extent practical, blend into the existing environment. This definition
shall include any antenna or antenna array complying with the objective of
definition whether it is mounted on tower structure or not.”

This is the first time a type 4 tower has been submitted in the Municipality of

Anchorage and the first time that the Planning and Zoning Commission has
reviewed a design for type 4 towers.

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION:

The Department recognizes the need for improvements to the wireless
communications network in the area. The conversion of the existing wood pole
tower to a camouflaged tower is suitable for this location. The design of the
tower as a “monopine” matching the existing vegetation is an acceptable
design. The Department recommends APPROVAL of the design of the tower as
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a monopine used for cellular or wireless communications in the gRST-2 (new
base resort) district subject to the following conditions of approval:

1. A Notice of Zoning Action shall be filed with the State of Alaska District
Recorder’s Office. Proof of such shall be submitted to the Planning
Department.

2. This approval is subject to the petitioner’s application, narrative and
submittals.

3. Tower construction shall be completed one year following issuance of a land
use permit.

4. An administrative permit shall be obtained for any antenna(s) in accordance
with AMC 21.45.265A.11.

Reviewed by: Prepared by:

% M %(}Uéﬂwu M S j /
Jerrﬂ'T Weaver, Jr. Jilanne Inglis
Director Lead, Land Use Review

(Case No. 2015-0076, Parcel ID No. 051-015-35)



Select Site Acquisition, LLC

June 30, 2015

Jillanne M. Inglis

Lead Plan Reviewer

Land Use Review Section

Planning Division

Community Development Department
907-343-8353

inglisim@muni.org

RE: Verizon Wireless - Land Use A141171 / Building Permit X15-1646
Dear Mrs. Inglis,

Please accept this letter as the Project Description and justification for the proposed Type
4 — Camouflaged Tower, which will replace the existing wood pole tower, located at 104
Arlberg Avenue, Girdwood, AK 99587. Tax Parcel: 076-015-35

The subject property is owned and controlled by Alyeska Ski Resort, LLC. The original
tower replacement was planned as a painted monopole (Building Permit C14-1897).
During the negotiations with the Alyeska Resort, the owners decided that a camouflaged
tower would be a more suitable design at this location.

Project Description: Replacement of the existing wood pole tower with a “Monopine”
camouflaged tower at approximately the same location on the subject property. The
proposed Monopine is a 75-foot steel structure with fiberglass branches that extend up to
80-feet AGL. The Monopine is designed to accommodate AT&T, Verizon Wireless and
a future wireless carrier. Please see the construction drawings & structural drawings for
details on the design.

Larson Camouflage was chosen as the designing manufacturer for the proposed
Monopine Tower, due to their expertise in camouflaged towers. The tower will have
custom painted faux bark to match the natural trees found in the Girdwood area.
Additionally, the antennas will be custom fitted with fiberglass socks that will conceal the
antennas and blend with the fiberglass branches/foliage.

Please see the supporting documentation to be presented to the Planning & Zoning
Commission so that they can make a determination on the design standard. These are
Photo-simulation of the Monopine, Information from Larson Camouflage & Construction
Drawings.

Sincerely,
Justin Abbott representing Verizon Wireless

Real Estate — Planning & Permitting — Project Management
870 Oravetz Road SE, Auburn, WA 98092
(206) 790-4655



AK ALYESKA

veri70Nwireless 104 ARLBERG AVE., GIRDWOOD, AK 99587

CURRENT
VIEW #1 LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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Larson Camouflage - A Leader in Cell Tower Site Concealment, Can..  .ged Cell Towers and Stealth Cell Towers. Our disguised cell tower pi s include Pine Trees, Elm Trees, Saguaros, Church Steeples, Flagpo...

LARSON

I | 2 |
CAMOUFLAGE HOME | JABOUT . PRODUCTS PROCESS QUALITYE UMEDIA J SCONTACT
‘ |

Mono-Pine + Mono-Palm * Saguaro = Slimline/Cypress = DAS - Mono-Elm « Architectural = WaterTowers, Steeples, etc. « Refurbishment

Mono-Pines

Larson created the first Mono-Pine
camouflaged cellular tower in 1992 launching
the concealed tower industry. Ever since,
Larson has been leading the industry with new
and improved designs and products. With
unigue features like Larson antenna branches
and matching antenna “socks”, the antennas
installed on the trees pictured left and bottom
right below (each has 9 antennas and other
equipment installed) are virtually invisible.

While it is important for the antennas to be
“invisible” to people, it is just as important for
the branches be “invisible” to the RF signal.
That's why Larson uses only RF friendly
materials to fabricate its branches resuiting in
extremely low insertion and return loss
properties that are needed for today’s wireless
networks to function at peak performance.

%

o

3 Branches per Foot 3 Branches per Foot 3 Brancl per
with Antenna So with Antenna
Branches

http://utilitycamo.com/monopine/[ 1/9/2015 4:23:42 PM]




Larson Camouflage - A Leader in Cell Tower Site Concealment, Can.  aged Cell Towers and Stealth Cell Towers. Our disguised cell tower p. s include Pine Trees, Elm Trees, Saguaros, Church Steeples, Flagpo...

LARSON CAMOUFLAGE, LLC
CONTACT
email info@larsoncamo.com
phone 520-294-3900
fax 520-741-3488
1501 s. euclid ave.
tucson, az 85713

Larson Camouflage, LLC
copyright © 2012

http://utilitycamo.com/monopine/[ 1/9/2015 4:23:42 PM]
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