
Submitted by: Chair of the Assembly at the         1 
                         request of the Mayor 2 
Prepared by:   Planning Department 3 
For reading:   January 7, 2025 4 
 5 

 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 6 
 AO NO. 2025 – 3 7 
 8 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY AMENDING 9 
ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE (AMC) 21.05.050, COMMERCIAL USES: 10 
DEFINITIONS AND USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS, TO ALLOW CONNEXES TO BE 11 
FOOD AND BEVERAGE KIOSKS. 12 
 13 
(All Community Councils) (Case 2019-0087) 14 
 15 
WHEREAS, this ordinance brings AMC Title 21 into parity with AO 2019-27, which 16 
amended AMC Titles 16 and 23 to allow intermodal shipping containers (connexes) to be 17 
mobile food units; now, therefore, 18 
 19 
THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS: 20 
 21 
Section 1. AMC 21.05.050, Commercial Uses: Definitions and Use-Specific 22 
Standards, is hereby amended to read as follows (the remainder of the section is not 23 
affected and therefore not set out): 24 
 25 

21.05.050 Commercial Uses: Definitions and Use-Specific Standards 26 
This section defines the general commercial use categories and specific 27 
commercial use types listed in table 21.05-1. The uses may either be commercial 28 
or have impacts common to commercial uses. This section also contains use-29 
specific standards that apply to specific use types. The use-specific standards 30 
apply regardless of whether the use type is permitted as a matter of right, subject 31 
to a site plan review process, or subject to the conditional use process. 32 
 33 
*** *** *** 34 
E. Food and Beverage Services 35 

This category includes businesses that serve prepared food or beverages 36 
for consumption on or off the premises. Accessory uses may include food 37 
preparation areas, offices, and parking. Specific use types include: 38 

 39 
*** *** *** 40 

 2.  Food and Beverage Kiosk 41 
  a. Definition 42 

An establishment in a trailer, intermodal shipping container 43 
(connex unit), or vehicle on an impermanent foundation that 44 
sells coffee or other beverages and food from a window to 45 
customers who are either pedestrians or seated in their 46 
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automobiles, for consumption off the premises, and that 1 
provides no indoor seating.   2 

 3 
b. Use-Specific Standards 4 

Kiosks in all districts shall comply with the following standards: 5 
 6 
i. Food and beverage kiosks shall comply with the “drive-7 

through service” accessory use standards in 8 
subsection 21.05.070D.7. 9 

 10 
ii. Kiosks in trailers shall be on wheels to facilitate 11 

movement onto and off the site [,] and shall [MAY] not 12 
be located on a permanent foundation. The wheels 13 
shall be screened with opaque skirting or screening so 14 
as not to be visible. 15 

 16 
iii. Kiosks may be located on the same lot as another 17 

principal use. 18 
 19 

iv. Kiosks shall comply with the titles 16 and 23 20 
requirements relating to mobile food units. 21 

 22 
v. All signs shall comply with chapter 21.11, Signs. 23 

 24 
vi. Kiosks shall be a single, self-contained unit with no 25 

accessory structure. Only one factory built intermodal 26 
shipping container, trailer or vehicle may be used for 27 
each kiosk business. Multiple units shall not be 28 
connected for a single kiosk use. 29 
 30 

vii. A factory built intermodal shipping container 31 
repurposed to function as a kiosk must be readily 32 
moveable off the site within one calendar day. 33 
Foundation support (cribbing) shall be screened with 34 
opaque skirting or screening to not be visible. 35 

 36 
*** *** *** 37 
(AO 2012-124(S), 2-26-13; AO 2013-117, 12-3-13; AO 2014-38 
133, 11-5-14; AO 2015-82, 7-28-15; AO 2023-77, 7-25-23; 39 
AO 2024-24, 4-23-24)  40 

 41 
 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
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Section 2. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage and 1 
approval by the Assembly. 2 
 3 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this ___ day of 4 
_________________, 2025. 5 
 6 
 7 
       ______________________________ 8 
       Chair 9 
ATTEST: 10 
 11 
 12 
___________________________ 13 
Municipal Clerk 14 



MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 
ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM 

AM No. 37 - 2025 
 

Meeting Date: January 7, 2025 
 
 
 

  

FROM: MAYOR 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY 3 

AMENDING ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE (AMC) 21.05.050, 4 
COMMERCIAL USES: DEFINITIONS AND USE-SPECIFIC 5 
STANDARDS, TO ALLOW CONNEXES TO BE FOOD AND 6 
BEVERAGE KIOSKS. 7 

 8 
This ordinance amends the zoning code to allow connexes to be used as food and 9 
beverage kiosks.  Currently, the zoning code requires kiosks to be on trailers with 10 
wheels.  This ordinance will bring the zoning code into parity with the health code 11 
(Title 16) and the building code (Title 23), which have allowed connexes for this 12 
purpose since adoption of AO 2019-27. 13 
 14 
In 2019, the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended denial of using 15 
connexes as kiosks with Resolution 2019-015 (attached).  The Planning Department 16 
is processing this ordinance now because of new food and beverage kiosks that are 17 
using connexes.  The Planning Department has made changes to address some of 18 
the Planning and Zoning Commission’s concerns.  First, the ordinance now requires 19 
screening of foundational support for connexes.  Second, accessory structures, like  20 
sheds, and connecting multiple structures for a single business will be prohibited.        21 
 22 
This ordinance has no private-sector economic effects and local government effects 23 
are less than $30,000.  Pursuant to AMC subsection 2.30.053B.1., a summary of 24 
economic effects is not required. 25 
 26 
THE ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDS APPROVAL. 27 
 28 
Prepared by: Francis McLaughlin, Planning Department 29 
Approved by: Mélisa R. K. Babb, Planning Director 30 
Concur: Lance Wilber, Community Development Director 31 
Concur: Ona R. Brause, OMB Director 32 
Concur: Eva Gardner, Municipal Attorney 33 
Concur William D. Falsey, Chief Administrative Officer 34 
Concur: Rebecca A. Windt Pearson, Municipal Manager 35 
Respectfully submitted: Suzanne LaFrance, Mayor 36 
 37 
Attachment: PZC Resolution 2019-015 38 
 Planning Department Analysis Packet 39 

 40 
(Case 2019-0087) 41 
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