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BACKGROUND & OPPORTUNITIES 
Anchorage Hydropower Utility | Assembly Retreat on Energy & Infrastructure 

 

 
 
Anchorage is the largest city in Alaska and the largest energy consumer on the Railbelt and in 
the State. The MOA is a home rule city and has a vested interest in energy as it impacts the 
MOA and its resident's financial burden, and the MOA has an obligation to look out for the 
public interest and welfare of its residents. 

Proposed Problem Statement: Railbelt Electric Utilities do not have affordable* or reliable 
energy today nor into the future with natural gas. 

 *US EIA Nov 2024 res avg is 16.8c/kWh; CEA and MEA over 22c/kWh; 31% above the 
national average: AK 7th highest in nation behind CA/HI/NE 

 Electric Power Monthly - U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 

 

https://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.php?t=epmt_5_6_a
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Opportunities: Pumped Storage Hydro (PSH) 

 Proven natural large scale energy storage solution** used worldwide that provides 
carbon free power production, storage and grid stabilization by converting non-firm and 
excess power from VRE’s to firm power **PSH is the bulk energy storage capacity in 
the US at 96% of all utility scale energy storage (USDOE Pumped Storage 
Hydropower | Department of Energy) 

 AND can provide other environmental benefits such as fish passage with full river 
restoration at Eklutna showcasing a new era of responsible stewardship of a model 
hydropower facility 

 Variable Renewable Energy sources (VRE’s) such as wind and solar are the only 
economic generation sources coming online soon by utilities or IPP’s 

 

https://www.energy.gov/eere/water/pumped-storage-hydropower
https://www.energy.gov/eere/water/pumped-storage-hydropower
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