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 March 20, 2022 
 

University Area Community Council’s 3/20/22 Comments on the Public Hearing Draft of 
Planning and Zoning Commission Case No. 2022-0026, a proposed text amendment to off-street 
parking and site access regulations in the Anchorage Municipal Code Title 21. 

 
The proposed amendments to Title 21 would identify four neighborhood development context 
areas where urban patterns and vehicle use in these older neighborhoods may provide a basis 
for tailored parking and driveway standards (21.07.015).  These new areas include: 1) 
Traditional Urban neighborhood context area; 2) Edge Urban neighborhood context area; and 
3) Transit Supportive neighborhood context area.  While discretionary off-street parking 
reductions may currently be approved after review by the traffic engineer and Director, the 
proposed amendments would allow certain reductions without additional review, i.e., "by 
right" within specified neighborhood context areas.  Any reductions to the required off-street 
parking would be implemented via a parking agreement with the Municipality of Anchorage 
(MOA).   
 
The proposed amendments include maps of the new neighborhood development context 
areas; specific parking reductions and alternatives (e.g., carpooling, bicycle parking, transit pass 
benefits) are identified in tables within 21.07.090F - K.  The proposed Title 21 amendments 
would also remove redundant requirements and re-organize the code to improve efficiency in 
its application.  The University Area Community Council supports these amendments to simplify 
project permitting, maintain green space (e.g., by reducing unnecessary paving), and encourage 
non-motorized (i.e., walking/biking) and public transit as alternative modes of access to specific 
areas in the Municipality. 
 
In addition, UACC has identified one proposed amendment that should be clarified.  There is 
proposed one new district that would eliminate required off-street parking, the Open Option 
Parking District.  Such a district may only be designated for specific area(s) within the already 
established neighborhood development context areas delineated in section 21.07.015.  Section 
21.07.090E7 establishes two options for creating an Open Option Parking District.  However, 
the process does not clearly identify the conditions for approval by either the traffic engineer 
and Director (Option A) or the Assembly (Option B).  Section 21.07.090E7e presents approval 
criteria to be used by the decision-makers.  Criteria include:  1) an On-street parking 
management plan; 2) a Right-of-way (ROW) maintenance plan; and 3) consistency with the 
Comprehensive plan.  It is unclear how on-street parking would be managed and/or enforced in 
these Open Option Parking Districts, including measures to allow for street maintenance and 
snow removal.  UACC recommends that the amendments to Section 21.07.090E7 include 
specific criteria that would be used to evaluate the adequacy of the on-street parking 
management and ROW maintenance plans.   
 
Thank-you for the opportunity to comment on proposed amendments to Title 21 affecting off-
street parking and site access.   
 
Mark Fink 
UACC Executive Board member 
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