
 
 

Municipality of Anchorage 
Historic Preservation Commission 

A G E N D A 
Thursday, January 16, 2025 

5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting  

 
In-Person Physical Location 

Planning Conference Room 170 
Planning and Development Center 

4700 Elmore Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 

or 
 

via Microsoft Teams  
Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 291 575 162 058, Passcode: koyQBQ 
Or Join by Conference Call: 

Dial-in Number: +1 907-519-0237  
Conference ID: 985 171 990# 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
A. Roll Call / Introductions 
B. Land Acknowledgement 
C. Disclosures  

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. December 19, 2024 
IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

A. Nominations to Local Landmark Register 
B. Local Historic Inventory Database/Map App Project 
C. New CLG Grant Application Opportunity 
D. Section 106 Project Consultations 

V. NEW BUSINESS  
A. HPC Priorities for 2025 

VI. PERSONS TO BE HEARD (3-minute limit) 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS  
VIII. STAFF REPORTS 
IX.  COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
X. ADJOURNMENT  

Next Regular Meeting—February 20, 2025 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTEwMjk5NGEtMzZhZS00ZDYwLThkZWUtOTEyYjRkZmM2MDE1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22127a78cb-19c5-46ca-b11f-87c33c49a907%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%222b6df393-8e5d-48b2-8b5c-1008bd551dce%22%7d
tel:+19075190237,,812461876#%20
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Land Acknowledgement (Agenda Item I.B.): 
The Historic Preservation Commission would like to acknowledge that we gather today on the 
traditional lands of the Dena’ina Athabascans. For thousands of years the Dena’ina have been 
and continue to be the stewards of this land. It is with gratefulness and respect that we 
recognize the contributions, innovations, and contemporary perspectives of the upper Cook 
Inlet Dena’ina. 
 
 
Commenters or Persons to Be Heard (Agenda Item VI.): 

If possible, please email tom.davis@anchorageak.gov prior to the meeting. 
 
 
HPC Committees (Agenda Item VII.):  

• Historic Preservation Plan (HPP) Committee 

mailto:tom.davis@anchorageak.gov
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* Attended remotely

Municipality of Anchorage 
Historic Preservation Commission 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, December 19, 2024 
5:30 p.m. 

Regular Meeting 
Hybrid Meeting – In-person and Virtual via Teams 

Planning Conference Room 159, 4700 Elmore Road 

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:38 p.m. 

A. Establishment of Quorum/Roll Call

A quorum was present. 

Present: Deirdre Bryan 
Darrick Howard*  
Jeremy Karchut* 
Bryce Klug, Chair  
Marc Lamoreaux*   
Connor Scher, Vice-Chair * 
Loren Leman, Recording Officer* 

Ex-Officio Members & Staff:  
Tom Davis, Senior Planner/Historic Preservation Officer, Planning Department 
Michelle Nelson, Associate Planner, Planning Department * 
Maria Lewis, Architectural Historian/CLG Program Coordinator, Alaska State 
Historic Preservation Office * 

B. Land Acknowledgement (delivered)

C. Introductions – Guests  (none)

D. Disclosures  (none)

III.A.
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II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Howard moved to approve the agenda as provided. Commissioner Leman 
seconded. 

The agenda was approved unanimously. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Leman moved to approve the July 18, 2024, minutes as presented. Commissioner 
Howard seconded. 

The July 18, 2024, minutes were approved unanimously. 

Commissioner Leman moved to approve the August 15, 2024, minutes as presented. 
Commissioner Karchut seconded. 

The August 15, 2024, minutes were approved unanimously. 

Commissioner Leman suggested two edits for the October 17, 2024, minutes: 
1. On Page 3, V.A., third line, replace "participating" with "participate."
2. On the same page, VIII, third line, replace "was discussed" with "were discussed" (to

match number with the multiple items discussed).

Commissioner Leman moved to approve the October 17, 2024, minutes with the two changes 
discussed. Commissioner Scher seconded. 

The October 17, 2024, minutes with the two edits were approved unanimously. 

IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Nominations to Local Landmark Register

Tom Davis referenced the list of priority sites for nominations to the Local Landmark Register 
provided on page 15 of the meeting packet. He explained that this business item is for the 
Commission to prioritize 3 to 5 of the sites to bring forward in an initial batch of nominations in 
the first half of 2025. Mr. Davis reported that Tiffany Briggs, the Director of the Real Estate 
Department, indicated that she did not anticipate any municipal objections to nominating Oscar 
Anderson House, City Hall, Pioneer Schoolhouse, or Point Woronzof.  

Commissioners discussed and prioritized the Oscar Anderson House, Pioneer School House, 
Point Woronzof Village site, and potentially the Eklutna Knobs site as the initial batch of 
nominations to bring forward for an HPC public hearing in June 2025.  
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Mr. Davis explained the work plan for these nominations: Michelle Nelson, who joined the 
Planning Department in September, will reference information from the NRHP and AHRS to 
prepare the nomination applications for the municipal historic buildings. For researching the two 
Dena’ina sites, Commissioners suggested that Monty Rogers, a former member of HPC, would 
be a good source of information on the Point Woronzof site. Commissioner Lamoreaux suggested 
contacting Jim Fall, an anthropologist who co-wrote the book Shem Pete’s Alaska, as he is 
knowledgeable about the Point Woronzof and Eklutna Knobs sites. He also recommended 
contacting Eklutna, Inc. 

Commissioner Scher asked if staff will notify MOA Parks and Recreation regarding the 
nominations on municipal parklands. Mr. Davis responded affirmatively, and that staff intends to 
bring the nominations to the Parks and Recreation Commission.   

Action Items: 
• Staff to prepare nomination applications for the Oscar Anderson House, Pioneer School

House, Point Woronzof Village site, and potentially the Eklutna Knobs site. Staff will use
information from that AHRS and NRHP and consult with Commissioners Scher and
Lamoreaux periodically while preparing the LLO nomination applications.

• Staff and Commissioner Lamoreaux to contact Monte Rogers and Jim Fall to see if they
can provide any information about the Point Woronzof and Eklutna Knobs sites.

• Commissioner Lamoreaux to inform the Native Village of Eklutna and the Knik Tribe that
the HPC is preparing nominations for the Point Woronzof and Eklutna Knobs sites.

B. Local Historic Inventory Database/Map App Project

Tom Davis recapped the project objectives and reported that staff work for this CLG Grant 
project is in progress, with Michelle Nelson as the project lead staff. Mr. Davis explained that the 
HPC would be consulted and advise at key decision points in the development of the database 
and map app. He asked if individual Commissioners are interested in following and participating 
in this project more closely and contributing to it, or if the Commission wished to create a 
temporary committee of interested Commissioners. Commissioner Bryan responded that she 
would be interested in participating in the project more closely and is a user of the AHRS. 

Michelle Nelson reported that staff is exploring the AHRS data and finding it is in a narrative 
form that will be time-consuming to reformat as source data into a local inventory database. Staff 
will be consulting with the Commission in first quarter of 2025 regarding what AHRS data to 
include in the local inventory database, and which data should be publicly accessible. 

V. NEW BUSINESS

A. New Round CLG Grant Opportunity

Tom Davis referenced page 17 of the meeting packet and explained this item is a request for the 
HPC to discuss the possibility of applying for a new CLG Grant and ideas for grant projects. 
Next month, the Commission will return to this item and deliberate on a final draft list of ideas. 
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Commissioners and staff discussed the list of project options presented in the meeting packet. 
Commissioner Karchut indicated that the Anchorage Memorial Cemetery is in a state of neglect 
and could use some attention. Commissioner Scher suggested a grant project to develop 
interpretive information and/or a management plan for the Point Woronzof Village site. There 
may be sensitive cultural resources within that site where public access may need to be limited. 
Commissioner Lamoreaux supported this idea and suggested the interpretive loop trail at the 
mouth of Cottonwood Creek in Mat-Su Borough as an example of an interpretive trail.  

B. New Section 106/Project Consultations

Michelle Nelson referenced the memo on page 21 of the meeting packet listing the Section 106 
project consultation requests and project notifications for December. Ms. Nelson also displayed 
the consultation letters and attachments for these projects in the Historic Preservation Program’s 
new “Historic Preservation Commission” SharePoint site, in a subfolder called “Federal Review – 
Section 106.”  

Ms. Nelson explained that staff would like Commissioners to use the “Federal Review – Section 
106” section of the SharePoint site to review the Section 106 project information and provide 
their comments. She showed how to navigate the “Federal Review – Section 106” folder: 

• Each Section 106 project has its own subfolder, named after the project.
• Projects with yellow folder icons are currently active for Commissioners to review.
• Inactive and past projects are in the grey-shaded “Inactive” folder.
• Each project folder includes all documents staff has received regarding the project. Ms.

Nelson said that if documents and attachments are missing from the folder, it usually
means that staff did not receive the documents or any hyperlinks to where staff could
reach the documents. If documents or attachments seem missing, let staff know. Maria
Lewis added that project agencies sometimes miss including attachments in their emails,
and that the Municipality should just respond and request the documents.

• Each project folder also includes a document called “Historic Preservation Commission
Feedback Questions.docx.” Commissioners can submit comments or questions on a
project by opening the “Historic Preservation Commission Feedback Questions.docx”
Microsoft document in each project folder and entering in their individual comments and
questions. Commissioners should type in their name and the data along with their
comment or question. Staff will convey the comments to the appropriate project agency.

Action Items: 
• Commissioners to review the active projects in the SharePoint “Federal Review – Section 

106” folder and enter in any comments and questions in the “Historic Preservation 
Commission Feedback Questions.docx” Word file for each project.

• Staff to convey Commissioners' comments and questions to the project agencies.
• Staff to schedule Section 106 consultation training for the MOA from the Alaska OHA.

Commissioner Scher moved to extend the meeting 20 minutes. Commissioner Bryan seconded. 

The motion was approved unanimously, and the meeting was extended to 7:20 p.m. 
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VI. PERSONS TO BE HEARD (3-minute limit) (none)

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS (none)

VIII. STAFF REPORTS

Tom Davis referenced the December staff reports memo on pages 23-25 of the meeting packet and 
reported a few highlights from that memo, including items # 2, 3, 4, 6, and 10. In particular: 

• Item 2:  The HPC meeting schedule for 2025 on page 25 of the meeting packet. Meetings
are the third Thursday of each month except in June.

• Item 3: Ms. Nelson gave a tour of the new “Historic Preservation Commission” SharePoint
site for Commissioners’ use. She explained that most of the information on the SharePoint
site is in “Documents.” There are a variety of folders under “Documents” regarding HPC
rules and regulations, HPC meetings (minutes and packets), HPC resolutions, historic
preservation projects, Local Landmark Register nominations, HPC goals and priorities,
and other information. The SharePoint site is for use by Commissioners and staff. Public
information will remain available on the Historic Preservation Commission webpage.

• Item 6: The Bartlett Club showed great interest in the historic preservation presentation
that staff gave to them in October. Several Bartlett Club members want to volunteer for the
historic preservation program and its projects.

Maria Lewis reported the statewide Historic Preservation Plan update project team completed 
the public engagement stage several months ago and is preparing a public review draft of the 
plan that should be available within 60 days. 

IX. COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS (none)

The Commission welcomed Deirdre Bryan as a new member. Commissioner Bryan introduced 
herself and her background as a UAA professor of history and current position at state DNR. 
Commissioners Leman and Bryan discussed the Ted Stevens archives project at the UAA library. 

Commissioner Scher reported that the owners of the historic Louis Strutz house west of Delaney 
Park have approached Preserve Alaska to learn more about preservation options for that property. 

X. ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Bryan moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Karchut seconded. 

The motion was approved unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
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 Municipality of Anchorage 

  Planning Department 

 Memorandum 

IV.A.

Date: January 16, 2025 

To: Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Tom Davis, AICP, Historic Preservation Officer 

Subject: Priority Sites for Nominations to Local Landmark Register as of January 2025 

Following is the current list of the Commission’s priorities for nominations to the Local Landmark 
Register, per its December meeting discussion. The right-hand column indicates the four sites from 
the list that Commission discussed to bring forward first, with a target schedule of completing the 
nomination applications in time for a public hearing at the June 12, 2025, meeting of the HPC. 

Privately Owned and Nominated Resources 
a. Alaska Native Heritage Center……………………. Assembly hearing on Feb. 11 

Municipal Properties Listed on National Register 
b. Cottage 25
c. Anchorage Cemetery
d. Old City Hall
e. Oscar Anderson House ……………………………. June 12 HPC priority 
f. Pioneer School House

Native Village of Eklutna/Eklutna Inc. Resources: 
g. Eklutna Knobs…………………………………….. June 12 HPC priority 
h. Old Saint Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church….… ROSSIA to nominate 
i. Girdwood Section House (?)

Dena’ina Sites on Municipal Land: 
j. Nuch’ishtunt (Point Woronzof) Village Site……… June 12 HPC priority 
k. Peters Creek (Birchwood) Village Site …………… June 12 HPC priority 

(the portion on municipal parkland) 

Historic Districts: 
l. Girdwood Old Townsite
m. Lake Hood Floatplane Base

Nominations status worksheet. An Excel table in the Historic Preservation Commission 
SharePoint site’s “Local Landmark Register Nominations” folder provides nomination progress 
status information for each resource.  
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 Municipality of Anchorage 

  Planning Department 

 Memorandum 

IV.C.

Date: January 16, 2025 

To: Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Tom Davis, AICP, Historic Preservation Officer 

Subject: New CLG Grant Application Opportunity 

The OHA is accepting new grant applications from CLGs for 60-40 matching grant projects. CLGs 
may submit more than one application. The maximum federal share for each project is $50,000. 
The application deadline is February 7. The projects need to be completed by September 30, 2026. 
The state’s announcement letter and list of priorities are attached.   

The following list of grant options incorporates the HPC discussion in December. Staff will re-
submit the grant application for item 1 if ROSSIA is still interested in it and makes corrections to 
their previous grant application. Staff may pursue up to one other option from the list. Staff 
requests the Commission to discuss the options and determine which if any it would support.   

1. ROSSIA Old Saint Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church Restoration – Resubmittal of
ROSSIA’s proposal for a pass-through grant that staff submitted to OHA in July, with
clarifications and corrections requested by OHA. ROSSIA to provide the 40% match.

2. Local Historic Resources Inventory Database database cleanup – The AHRS and a local
survey database compiled in 2012 need more data cleanup needed than staff anticipated
when we scoped out this CLG Grant project.  MOA staff hours to provide the 40% match.

3. Repairs or restoration work on a municipal historic building (e.g., Oscar Anderson) –
Planning staff to meet with MOA Real Estate Department and Facilities Maintenance
Departments on 1-14-2024 to determine if there is a project and the 40% match.

4. Public Involvement Services for Historic Preservation Plan (HPP) project – This would
fund additional contractor services for public information and involvement in the project.
MOA staff hours on the HPP project would provide the 40% match.

5. Anchorage Memorial Cemetery – The cemetery is in a state of neglect and needs attention.

6. Point Woronzof Village Site – Interpretive trail or sign improvements or management plan.

For context, following are the two ongoing/tentatively approved CLG Grant projects: 
• Local Historic Resources Inventory Database/Map App ($6,000) – In progress
• Government Hill Wireless Station HSR Phase 2 ($– Grant agreement in approvals)
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Proposed FFY 2023 CLG priorities* for grant funding:

1. Projects that increase public awareness of historic preservation and establish partnerships

—particularly with local tribes and underrepresented groups—to strengthen their local

historic preservation program. Projects that result in nominations for new properties to the

National Register of Historic Places, including projects that recognize places associated

with Alaska Native and underrepresented communities, will be prioritized.

2. Projects that address the rehabilitation of historic properties and leverage funds and

resources. Restoring and preserving defining elements of historic properties and

addressing their sustainability are encouraged.

3. Projects that update plans, review ordinances, create local register, draft local tax

incentives, and determine design review guidelines. The use of a consultant to address

local historic preservation issues is encouraged.

4. Projects that address the survey and evaluation of properties. Archaeological projects,

projects in urban and rural areas, and cultural and historic sites are encouraged. Projects

that record information on traditional Native places and place names as part of a survey

projects are encouraged.

5. Projects that encourage historic preservation at the local level by supporting heritage and

cultural tourism programs and other preservation efforts that use historic properties to

stimulate economic incentives and community revitalization. Priority is given to projects

that promote heritage tourism via surveys, inventories, preservation planning,

development of historic contexts, national register nominations, education and

interpretive materials, and predevelopment/development projects.

6. Historic preservation projects that address the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of

Independence (2026) are a priority. The nation’s semiquincentennial is an opportunity for

all Alaskans to commemorate and learn how the 49th state has shaped American history.

Suggested are projects that emphasize the historic preservation of properties, including

National Register nominations, while reflecting the America 250 commemoration theme,

The Power of Place.

*The priorities are numbered for administrative reasons. Grant applications need to clearly

associate the proposed project with applicable priorities.

IV.C.2.
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 Municipality of Anchorage 

  Planning Department 

 Memorandum 

(Continued on next page) 

Date: March 21, 2024 

To: Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Tom Davis, AICP, Historic Preservation Officer 

Subject: HPC Priorities for 2024 as Approved on January 25, with a Proposed Addition 

Following is the list of HPC priority activities for 2024 that the Commission approved on January 
25. It also includes, in yellow highlights, an addition that Chair Bryce Klug proposed in December
but was missing from the January draft version that the Commission reviewed and approved.
Priorities are listed according to the categories in the State’s Annual Certified Local Government
Report. Certified Local Government (CLG) requirements are underlined.

A. LOCAL PRESERVATION ORDINANCES
1. Amend the LLO to clarify nominations criteria and approval process, per HPC

Resolution 2023-01 regarding the ANHS nomination.

B. LOCAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1. Establish HPC rules of procedure, consulting with the HPC enabling ordinance.
2. Participate in training opportunities including NAPC Forum 2024 (7-31 to 8-4).

C. SURVEY AND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
1. Establish an MOA inventory of historic resources, compatible with the AHRS.

D. PRESERVATION PLANNING ACTIVITIES
1. Complete the local Historic Preservation Plan (HPP).

E. NATIONAL REGISTER PROGRAM PARTICIPATION
1. Prepare to review nominations to the National Register by establishing procedures

and amending the MOA historic preservation ordinance if necessary.
2. Review any proposed nominations to the National Register.

F. PROTECTION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
1. Participate in Section 106 consultations as requested.
2. Get final approval of the nomination of ANHS to the Local Landmark Register.
3. Nominate municipal properties on the National Register and Alaska Native cultural

resources on public lands to the Local Landmark Register.
4. Support the municipal Real Estate and Facilities Maintenance Departments’ effort

to repaint and reroof the Oscar Anderson House Museum.

V.A.
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List of HPC Priorities for 2024 – as Approved in January 
March 21, 2024 
Page 2 

PUBLIC PRESERVATION EDUCATION PROJECTS 

1. Submit an annual report of HPC activities and accomplishments to the Assembly.
2. Give out local historic preservation awards for Historic Preservation Month.
3. Promote the Local Landmark Register as sites get added to the Register, and

promote the sites on the Register, such as on an accessible social media platform.

4. Invite an expert from the National Alliance for Historic Preservation’s Commission
Assistance and Mentoring Program (CAMP) to provide training and advice to the
Commission, as well as to community leaders and businesspeople.  (Note: Chair Bryce
Klug proposed adding this as a priority during the December HPC meeting. It was
missing from the draft list that the Commission reviewed and approved in January.)

G. HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT ACTIVITIES
1. Complete the Government Hill Wireless Station assessment report.
2. Propose a rehabilitation plan for the Wireless Station.
3. Propose to supplement the HPP project funding for specific tasks creating the HPP.
4. Propose to hire GIS contractors to carry out inventory activity C.1. above.

H. OTHER PRESERVATION ACTIVITIES
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 Municipality of Anchorage 

  Planning Department 

 Memorandum 

Date: January 16, 2025 

To: Anchorage Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Tom Davis, AICP, Historic Preservation Officer 

Subject: Staff Reports for January 16 HPC Meeting 

1. Commissioner Appointments and Open Seats: The Administration intends to assist the
Planning Department in seeking candidates for the three unfilled HPC seats:

• Member with experience in building construction, such as a building contractor or
structural engineer.

• Member with experience in the real estate, such as a real estate developer, appraiser or
broker.

• Citizen-at-large member.

2. Documents Forthcoming to HPC Webpage and SharePoint Site. Staff is working on posting
HPC historical resolutions, meeting minutes, and meeting packets to the Historic Preservation
Commission’s public web page and its SharePoint site, starting with the most recent years.

3. CLG Grant Agreement for Government Hill Wireless Station HSR (Phase 2): The
Municipal Manager has signed the grant agreement, and the SOA has received it for the SHPO’s
signature to execute the grant. The Planning Department will then request Anchorage Assembly
approval of the use of the CLG Grant funds and Fund 740 monies before starting the project.

4. 2018 Public Review Draft Historic Preservation Plan: Staff is entering the tracked-changes
staff comments and edits into the 2018 public review draft Historic Preservation Plan. Staff
will submit to the Commission’s HPP Committee members when finished. The information
will support decisions regarding the scope of work to update and complete the draft HPP.

5. South Addition Neighborhood Plan’s Neighborhood History Section (No change from
December): Staff is using content from the South Addition Historic Context Statement (2012) to
complete the neighborhood history section of the final draft South Addition Neighborhood Plan.

6. Historic Preservation Fund (Fund 740) Status (No change from December): This past fall the
Assembly reappropriated Historic Preservation funds from the following three completed
projects back to the Historic Preservation Capital Reserve Account so that is available for future
appropriations, all within the Historic Preservation Fund:
• $44,027.66 from the “4th Avenue Theatre Project”
• $929.15 from the “Pioneer Schoolhouse Restoration Project”
• $350 from the “Girdwood Survey and Inventory Project”

There is approximately $10,000 in additional funds on hand, which brings the total monies in 
Fund 740 to approximately $55,000. 

VIII.
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7. NAPC Membership for Commissioners and Staff (No change from December): The
Municipality has an organization-level membership with the National Alliance of Preservation
Commissions (NAPC).  This membership is open to Commission members and HPO staff
and includes: 
• Access to The Alliance Review, NAPC's quarterly publication.
• Access to free webinars, which are eligible for continuing education credits.
• Helpful Messaging Guide (napcommissions.org)
• Preservation Planning Tools - Examples of Citywide Preservation Plans Preservation

Plans (napcommissions.org)
• CAMP (Commission Assistance and Mentoring Program) - CAMP

(napcommissions.org)
• Discounted rates to NAPC's biennial conference, FORUM for local preservation

commissions and staff. Conference will next be held in 2025.
• Access to NAPC-L, a discussion group that connects you to over 900 local preservation

commission members, staff and others across the United States.
• Ability to join NAPC's Listserv, NAPC-L: https://groups.google.com/d/forum/napc-l

If you have any membership questions, please email director@napcommissions.org. 
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