Anchorage
gets on bus

By LARRY CAMPBELL
Daily News reporter
Some Anchorage drivers
have apparently rediscov-
ered the city bus system.
Since the three-month
free-ride program _ende

e “You just get
who've never ridden an An- them on that
chorage bus finally got on. first time.”
allies show an extra peonlt pover
3,000 to 4,000 daily bus rid- ¢ oORe
ers now compared with in transit director
October, before the free pro- Bob Kniefel
gram began. s

‘See Back Page, BUS



BUS: City
ridership up

All of which has People
Mover transit du'ec(or Bob
Kniefel pretty gi

“Am 1 excned’ You bet 1
amy” Kniefel said.
50,000 federal Depart-
ment Of Transportauon grant

paid for free bus rides start

X rogram ran
in con]uncuun with a_local

-plug in their vehicle heaters
to make cold morning starts
easier and cleaner. Both pro-
rams were aimed at Cumﬂg
carbon monoxide emissions.

any
weekdays and 60 percent

inérease ‘Was " no ‘surprise,
K.merel said. The real proof of
uccess was in whether
Fidership would remain above
-age when bus fares were
Yeinstated. That's what has
happened in Lower 48 cities
that tried the program.
During the first two weeks
of February, when riders had

cent higher than normal, fig-
ures showed. The fare is $1 for
‘adults and SO cents for kids.

During the first few days of
this month, People Mover sold
nearly 2,200 monthly passes,
the largest number ever. Last
October, before the proj
began, People Mover sold
about 1,000 passes.

T think what's happened is

that peop’le have found that if

ai ju
them on that st timer
also recorded no
violations of federal air qual-
ny standards during the pro-
ut city air standards
SEhiclals said many factors
affect air-pollution levels, in-
cluding the city's automobile
inspection and maintenance
program; newer, more effi-
cient engines; and changing
driving habits,

Q Reporter Larry Campbell can be
reached at lcampbeliGadn.com.
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