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RIDING THE BUS

ARG TESTER / Achaoge Doy ons
Roughly 12,000 passengers use a People Mover bus daily.

g sl
age Dol News
Rosemary Shinohara spoke to Betsy Goll while waiting for Bus 7 to take her downtown, where Shinohara caught another bus to take her to

work near Northway Mall. Shinohara, a Dally News reporter, rode the bus for a week to get a better understanding of the system.

N DERH A7

Ifyou have time, People Mover is a great bargain

By RDEEMARV SHXNQHARA
Anchorag Daly
o the il ofthe city bus, a bulky young man in a
I bright orange Tishirt fells the guy next to him that he
just sold a bunch of sea oter coats for $15,000 apiece. He
mles hom, ho says and sels furs in ther . Maybe
he’s ri

hicle, are thrown together for a few minutes or for an hour
ortwo, depending on where they're going.

‘The city’s bus riders are young women with babies and
groceries, an old guy in a wheelchair with an American ﬂug
attached, Filipino

ple who talk to themselves and peaple who rope half’ thebus

e companion,a fllow witha long, dari pony ta, tells
fur man he blew 0.09 in the Chilkoot Charlie’s parkin
"Lonly swerved because T droppeda cgarette. e sa7, i
mepting his ot diver'sloense
3 a.m. trip on People Mover Bus Route 7 from
D\mond ool Laks o Sponard nto towm, and people
0 cartt drive, or don't want to, or can't aford a private ve-

T'm among them, at least for a while.

Tlive in Sand Lake and work in East Anchorage, near the
Northyay Mall. Dusingthe day  goplaces to ertiw peo-
ple and see things. Sometimes it's a dog park, or a neighbor-
hood with a dispute, or a meeting at City Hall. I cover frans-

See Page A-3, PEOPLE MOVER
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Continued from A-1
‘portation and urban planning.
Tve heard a lot of arguments
about the People Mover bus sys-
m. Does it work for people?

Comidie e et Vst would
that cost? Is it worth it?

Lvondered whether it vould
‘work for

"The ideg was or me to leave

PEOPLE MOVER: Reporter tests System for week

around during he day
Ifound jt was possible, bare-
Iy The logistics meant planning
out days with the kind of devo-
tion.a person would bring to a

or so for transportation into my

work schedule The $1 route

book, available on any bus,

quickly became torn and dishev-

eled, but T taped it up and car-
ied it everywhere.

One day 1 wasted an afler-
noon geting to Midtown only Lo
learn that the people I needed
totalkto veren coming,

nded up sotired that.
L coudi't read a schedule
strgght
tstill, on ey every ip,
there were evward:
ATRIAL RUN

On a wintry Tuesday in mid-
March, I did a one-day rial run.
Destinations: a gym, ce,
an assignment downtown, back
totheoffice and home.

A-8 _sunday, September 26, 2004

in South Anchorage.

s

o

The idea was for me to leave my car in the
driveway for a week and ride buses, walk and
sometimes beg rides to get around during the

day. I found it was possible, barely.

than five minutes. Riders hun-
Ker down in their seats. There’s

‘minute for someone to transfer
atan upcoming stop.
t, “Thank

WL echrg oo ot

W i
Sascha McDowell applies makeup while heading to her restaurant job on the 7-A s Saturday morning

She s OK thor
indais the on!y person I've
motwhase daily bus ride is as
crazy long as mine, though T
know others are out Lhere

Household income
Half of the transit riders reported a household income
of less than $20,000 per year. 28% of all riders report
a household income of less than $10,000 per year.
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i People Move iders
General adult publc

$10,000 $15,000 $20,000 $25,000 $35.000
$14.399 519,999 $24,999 534,999 $49.999 $74,999 $100,000

_ Who rides
the bus?

A 2002 NuStats study pmvmes aprofile
of typical Anchorage bus ider

550,000

‘Souee: Mgl o rchorage Pl NoverRovte Restntue Sy

Vehicle ownership,

driver's licenses holders
More than half (53%) of transit user's households do not. #
own a vehicle. Only 38% o ansit users have drivers lenses,

where they're going on ane bus,
out transferring,
ingtoa 2001 People v on-
board survey: A fourh of theric-
th

am,
BuST withme o 1 was ram-
bling through Jewel Lake neigh-
borhoods. When il accelerated
the bus roared ke a plane tak-
ing off. Bus 7 zips down 88th Av-
enuie by Dimond High and past
big apartment buildings, then
runs down Jewel Lake Road

to Raspberry Road, through
another set of neighborhood
streets. nnd back out to the main
road. Som

boarding al different stops greet
womar vith

you” as they're leaving.
(e This vl

blondi ave you
et i s time, Wondy ks
one. Just listening to the cama-
mdene feels good.

m house to work:
one hnur 25 minutes I could
shave a few minutes, leaving
the house later.

By car: 2025 minutes, de-

oo anater b or htee
times to reach their destina-
tons. e

fronis el %
says Bus 9 rider Elayne Janiak,
who goes from Arctic Boulevard

eryweekday. Janiak s an ad-
vocate and unofficial guide to
the system, so1 ca.ll and askher

vehicle ownership

have three or
more vehicles
i

it somebady Starts cursmg,

s\lg)xuydm‘ercnl route along
erry Road and North-

nard Road and cruise up the hill
by Westchester Lagoon into the
city center.

“Bus 7 does not go directly
to the World Gym on Northern
Lights Boulevard. But what the

pendingon
h

a'i

n the afternoon, wanting
1o i ot st Some méw -
velopments in Mountain View,

orhas
G ihey ot el hem o Sp
dumg Tt and people do 7 she.

Icatch aride from a housing WEDNESDAY
agency executive. :57 a.m. —Traffic s light
m. —Lleave some work  and v get o the transitcentor
h out to catch
the 513 p.m. Bus 12 downtown

(This route was revised this

Abusto Nurlhway that should
‘have left the station is still

hoekt Guing o e grm s abouk._ mmerand s e s 13 there,and [ hustl on board,
exercise anyw: It's early butsoamI. ‘This bus goes right to the front
SolIgot u[[m front of Lhe - Acmwd atthe door of my office.

boards Bus _Time from home to work one.
tending to walk a fow hlncks 710 Sand Lake. out, 1 minutes, e besz sofar
and almost. Iy gto
and bruised my knees on ice.  phone as 'm boarding Hehas 2 mootng ot Cate o M

rrived find ow

i an ice puclu:d ob-

16-year-old overweight, cata-

Northern Lxghls Boulevard. It's
gomg tobe a time-cater.

31%
Llnda works at u.e Anchor-
thof i5th oo iRie  hawn
Avenuc She lives. nenr Dimond. vehicle vehicle
1S 710 the clty cen-

ler .md )
ly on buses. She and her hus- .
band, Feli, don't have awork-  Education, by age
able car. And Ofthe 127 n

Tiding buse: " than
all her life. Oder adult riders are more highly educated than younger

The bus service here, com-
pared to Dallas, where she
Brewupis “ajoke,” Linda says.
‘The buses just dor't run often
enough.

On some routes, a bus comes
just once an hour, but on busi-
‘er routes, buses are every 30 to
40 mmutes, atleast during rush

*Linda's husband, who Ltalk
to on the phone, says that where
he grew up in Switzerland, bus-
es or streetcars. came every two
or three minutes

The Feaple Mover's Bve-year

aduls. Education attainment was measured for persons.

aged 25 and older.
100% o

High school orless

B Additonal education,associates, vocaiona o ol

stacle course along Not ract-ridden dachshund, who ftfndadirectroute  plan calls for buses to run every 253
ern Lights loward the health  should be napping in a chair. i Norhway Malhio North-  Shmismtes on weeldays, vilh iy
clubon A Street, with carsand  He calls twice. “I just cantfind  ern Lights and C Street on the
trucks rushing by coupleof  him.” apic Mover route-inderon-  more hect routes.
feet away. The sidewalk was Twant to leap into the
half-size at bestmost of the way.  search. I hercsactuatyan slowl permits. For  Employment
ORenthe oy clearedspotwas 605, —The dogshows  casy Solution o the route ques.  oxampl, i s possble now Lo e Ui il (64%) o Foogl Movr st ae pios
at the edge nearest the cars.In  up at the front door; barking to Tll walk about a mile foget  ride from imond The majorty wete employed ;‘“ e, Out of “f‘mym +
front of Wells Fargo Bankat C  be let in. 1am now 10 minutes lnnslup for Bus 4, now changed Cenlerwlt_huul.gomg down- s 1y o " o ;”‘ o
Streel and Northern Lights, the  from home, at Jewel Lakeand  to Bus 3, on Northern Lights A e, Fouooii forwo
alkoway wi i ithout pay- Batits st Linda says heroute, a5 a e v (21%) were disabled. Few were ete
ofice. Thanks, bank. ing much attention, I've caught nota 200d fit. The meetingisat. result of “lmpmvumen!.s" be- ofhomemakers.
ouse tothe gym, one of the airport runs, and it 4:30, and Bus 4 gets todel Mun-  ing. summer, Status of unemployed
almul 38 minutes. But the 19~ lo will be nearly another half-hour ~ do (nn ear]y. or too late, at 3:53 is aclua.lly getting worse, w(lh Mover users People Mover users
20minule walk vouldbea good - before mystop.Two womenand or & half-hour waits between trans- 3% Homemaer
warmap fsdewlis e safe - ababy golof a he domestc o takinga can Twould fers nsiead of v minutes.
car: 11-13 minutes. ir ve lhe n(ﬁce at4: .

e March day, I kept 33 pm. —The automated  Traveling by bus, | foaoe sbout THURSDAY Rel ¥

pullmg off the idea B[ ndmg lhe woman's vmce that announces 2:45.1 could probably leave at 7p.m.— I finish work late.
bus for a major stof p.m,butI'm Riding the bus home would be a
‘wasn't convenient Dimond and Arlene.” "Dozing I tying somethingnev: disaster. All routes from North-
On a sunny. gusty Mondayin  almost miss gelling Ten miputesbelorethebus  vay Mall todovnlown gt o the &

May,the real bus tialbegan By . Time from work o home: is due topickme up on North.  transitcenter aftr the 745 pan 21%
then, T had figured out the clos- ~ One hour, 38 minutes. ConTighs ot Bragiw somemme  Bus e already ot for the D a8 ) Disabled
est bus stop on Dimond near my Tknow sees mesittingonthe  mond area, and home. Evening it W’ﬁ%ﬁ,’ﬁ; forvork
house, and I had learned about TU‘SDAV bench, and gives me aride.In-  Bus 7 service is hourly; the next.
the airport trap On alternating stead ofaking a0 minutesor  one’sat 845 pm. Tofopitoff, S s it s TSy ez

irips during weekdays, Bus 7
0es to Ted

m. 8 from
Ml e Noﬂhway Mall
todoy man

Hrtormationat Airport

my sweats sts n the front row

Soto getto A Street and North-
ern Lights via Providence Hos-
pital on Bus 4, it takes five min-

time buses on Route 7
e \onger route to the i
port. At best, it would take two

Age, gender

Fly percanof i st wiin i s of 18 50034

Fawatksime, Isay kg o himselfabouthow utes by car. Now1 have aboutan ~ hours and 10 minutes to get
D well his hour to killin Midtown. A book-  from work,
the airport but wasn’t on the “Started up like acharm.”  store beckons. from the Costco on Bragaw, to
right run, and another vho The man next to him looks 430 pim. ~The meetingsnt my horme near Dimond High
and  ath butdoes't  happening; the main person Teaught a ride with a friend.
was headed the airport eve seem eng.:ge doesn’t sho\v up. At5 p.m,, I yve
though he hadn't planned to go 1y on crutches prepares up and jog down to REI to get. FR"’"
the et ot The bus makes 7 home, next to the store at
or Giing,  thocorner of Spenard Roadand ot he teansit Cenler John i
near the airport, and they've on-  The driver has Iowered theen  Northern Light liams, a rider from
i tire front end, as drivers do s heading lothe Veteran's Mea-
e up agiim s yooe g0 Snyonawho logks b ey noed Bt can st
July, Bus officials want to keep thing: Thisis hefunbus -~ ofts. Hiesin halfway hwsf‘ .

it going and give it a chance to
build riders.
Mostly, I was able to catcha

asmaller step up or down.
4:58pm.

utes to wait. It's crowded inside.

Northw:

in that

fora

emved domioum 315 pm.
‘Maurice Leach, or Mo, a

is doing well,prep cooking at
A e Ty

ovage, e ot oers e tobe 18240 4556 years
ofage. The majory o female ansit users are 18:24 years
percent more women (S5%) than men (45%)

ofage.Ten
are ansit users.

nd 2 years

Bus 7run straight downtown. At Two mothers feed their babies.  downtown legal secrel.u-y with  the drug problems, in the early
the Transit Center at Sixth Ave-  Benches are available, but most ~ short blond hair and spiffy ‘809 hehad beena Peopleior- A i
nue and H Street, I translerred  people stand alone orin small clothes, Rick Heitz, whoworks  er bus ¢ lessthan 517 1824 2534 3548 4554 55.64 G5+
ast groups. i at Stewart’s Photo Shop, and aid he came home Syean s yas jears yeas yes was  yoars
lothoDaiy Newsafficerear  ate Over theweek, [fnd hat  Linda Mucle 3 booldecper,  more tired rom thatob han
are joke any job he
Nor r1.h y |s rich bus terri- blmg and. clearLy not snhr:r. and talk about their pets, lids wnre him out trying to keep Lhe RO ENGSTROH / Anchoregs Daly News:
tory, with at least three differ- sine min - and ives on telrvay home. in Lmadeit,vwith about3nsec-
ent routes to and from down- Illes Iatz geleg to Lhe. transit puhl.\c conversation, traffic. Bus 12, whmh goes dlywmnwn onds to spare
town. One U Mountain View nter to Reg- and 11:40 a.m. — I leave the Daily I‘alrvle o Bus Door to dnnr two huurs, 12
and Russian Jack, another trav-  ulars say that's normal in the Linda was not there this News. Its a short day, and hap- erTwas  minutes, Some half-day
elsthrough Firview and a hird evening When she ges there,  week but [ met upwilhheron pi sumny one, ' aiing for ookang ot the Sasindey sched:
‘comes in from the Muldoon Mall - the driver says a large number a bus trip in June. She wearsa_ a Dimond Bus 7 that. leavess the  ule for Bus 8, and there's o SYSTEM WORKS FOR MANY
and heads directly downtown. It ~of people rode on the inbound  differs 2y to match at1; hope. For people with day jobs,
foutain View, ru, fortheair-  heroufi The day L sawher it Batedoncatehing Bussfrom 1345 pm.—take the me-  whoworkand ive along the
for exampl, fever people ovn yas agellow fabric vith a Northway Mall 1 thinkit leaves  andering Bus 4. It’s five min- ~same bus route, the bus service
st esewhece o * s bus drveris chaty To-  brim, e looks for- ot 1157 uteslate, and now 'm worried i anincredible deal, clfcint

and more depend on the bus. So
they get more buses.

MONDAY
aseam —lairolloutofmy
house.
rives ot e mimtes past
the scheduled time — not con-
sidered late unless it's more

day she sees a Chrysler atan i
tersection and starts a conver-

says he
Verd oo sjoke nflhe day and
Linda's hat of the

12:08 p.m.— Still sitting at
the bus top. What's up? & Bus

45 com

'm going to miss the 1:15 Bus
7 to get home. What a night-

and cheap. per
Tonth, bl thator Kids ds

. Ano pped rid- mare. mere pittance for senior cif
er day,she gets riders taliing  ing e e throuth Rusuian ack N Bus 45 driver tellsme. e ith disabi
aboul movies. v petks, wewondered  and Mountain View —d never itwork: Do'tride ties. C four tanks
Allofthe drivers I meetare  where i at” y to th it of
friendly. Sometimes I hear them  Rick said. 12 lU p.m. —Three buses are  Get off on C Street and catch ment together totaling $300 or
via radio or phone to an- Bus7 thereafter it leaves the

other driver, arranging to wait a

‘Then d
found Linda had had a heart at-

Beatan Pnrkway—t\vo 155 go-

center.

See Page A-9, PEOPLE MOVER
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PEOPLE MOVER: 77.e bus system is a

Cnnrlmml  from A-8

more a mon

The “beogie Mover. counts
12,000 boarders a day, wit
of them beng. reseats. " Thy
routes are accessible to about
two-thirds of the households in
the Anchorage Bowl, pus some
in Eagle River, says a transpor-
tation planner. Buses take peo-
ple to hospitals, recreation cen-

ut the bus system would not
work for me.

L 1's set up with downtown as
the hub for nearly all the routes.
Soou almost always have to

city center to get any-
where e, That's supposed to
change over

getting mare service and better-
imed

ther:
Fubs,idke Muldoon and Dimond,

new house, I'd find a place clos-
er to my job. Then I'd beable to
ride a bus when I don’t nee[d to
g0 places during the day. In fact,
Shen L frst moved (o southwest
Anchorage, my office was in the
same part of lown Later, the job

movedand [
rs are

In the meantime, there’s no
way to get from the Dimond-
Sand Lake area to Bragaw and
DeBarr in less than an hour on
the bus, which kills it

161 were to start over with a

p
figuring out this summer what
role the bus system will play
here over the next two decades.
For a greater percentage of peo-
ple to ride the bus, we need to
live more densely in condos or

bargain, but it’s not for everybody

apartment buildings. Anchor-
age’s ccmprehenswe plan rec-
ommends just that — that cor-
ridors of transit-friendly neigh-
borhoods be created, to main-

estion. Fares just don't yield
enough cash o pay operating
costs. Bus systems need sub-
sidies. Cities Outside dedicate
money from all ki

on payroll, gasoline, motor vehi-
cles, property and sales of goods
to transit. People Mover fund-

ing comes from the ctys gon-

d, from fares and from —
gx‘ams You have to wonder if M Daly News eporter Resemary Stinohara
Anchorage wants a faster, bet-can b reachedat rshinoharo@adn.com or
ter bus system badly enough to 257-4340.

payforit.

Dr. Sherrie Holdel DDS
Weicoming New Patie
Comprehensive Dentcll Care
Straighten Your Teeth Without Braces
with INVISALIGN




	ADN Archives - Riding the bus Sept. 2004 pt. 1 edited.pdf
	ADN Archives - Riding the bus Sept. 2004 pt. 2 edited.pdf
	ADN Archives - Riding the bus Sept. 2004 pt. 3 edited.pdf

