A People Mover bus stops at the intersection of Checkmate Diive and Emmanuel Avenue in Anchorage earler this month. Bus routes thiough neighborood streots

will be eliminated in proposed changes in the bus system.

People Mover buses may skip 60-minute circutts
Jor speedier routes along major city streets

Two redesigns city ordered
now under review to inject
new life in transit system.

Davin Kelly
Alsska Oupaten News

On afrigid morning at a bus stop in
Muldoon, Anchorage transit planner
Bart Rudolph traced a bluc fine on a

map.
“The blue line was Route 13. It
snakes tothe clly's major hospills
and the Universi
age campus and sw
chorage Senlor Centae befare shool-
ing north to downi
scribed it as n “eatch-
il Foute* With stops almost eve
shere and a route ha takes nearly

‘That sums up Anchorage’s bus
network: Try lo reach a ltll bit of ev-
£5tal: and ke e o do . But o
boldhanig appea
Fuced with declming ndchh\p and

nd inspired by transi
ercities. like Houston. Texas, Anchor-
age transit officials started survey-
ing the public in April about ways to
shake up the system Now two rede-
sign concepls are circulating created
by Portland-based consultant Jarrett
Walker & Associates

In general. some passengers
would bave to travel urther from

home Lo get to a bus stop. Fewer.
ple will have casy acess to any bus
ice. particularly in South Anchor-

rse 13 miles — that's
ll\ undcrslabe ent.

I you were designing a route
that wanted to hit cveryone swithout
having them walk very far,this is the
route,” Rudolph said.

age. The itys gty sed rushour 1%
scrapped entirely, Ie;'lng only Esgle
Rier Comne, an Anchorfides van-
type set
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soted by the city’s Public Transportation Departme
way Wtis.” said Delie, who opposes pr
requently. “It's not good walking farther 0 s10ps.” she said.

es ran more e

‘eople Mox
i it Bariolo Delo ot Nov. 13 opn Povve st e \Acunh A View Library

“'m hapwy with the
oveing fower 1ous 270 Stops, ovem s

gota ethink it~ Planning Manager Bart Rudalph chats with another nder at back.




PEOPLE MOVER: City hopes to plck plan in January to start new routmg Aug. 1

Continued from B-1 Next steps.

But, In the densest parts ! [ n an Interview, Berkowitz
of the city, buses will arrive countered that the redesign
much more quickly — every plans grew entirely out of pub-
15 or 30 minutes, instead of by lic feedback.
the hour. And, the consultant But Berkowitz, who cam-
predicts, there will be more palgned on improving the
‘people on the bus. i clty's public transit system,

Both redesign proposals
mark dramatic departures
from the status quo. And it's all
happening somewhat quickly.
Offlcials expect to pick a pre-
ferred concept by the end of
January, and hope the change
willtake effect Aug. 1.

Riding the bus
On a recent Monday, at 4
10:15 a.m., the 13 bus puiled
away from the intersection of
Muldoon and DeBarr roads.

he clly hns ehanged ts bus-
s patterns substantially in
the past two
e notion of eing statle
... just docsn't make sense to
* Berkowitz sal

quent, useful service that can
cxpand over time, rather than
slicking toa model that tries to
get as close as possible to ev-
eryone's front door:

The two preferred rede-
sign concepts were released
in carly November. The first
round of public meetings an
open houses wrapped up Nov.
19. Fecdback has largely Jbeen

Iph said.

Over a few stops between the
hospitals and downtown, the
bus picked upnoone.

r the interscetion of
Northern Lights Boulevard

“Most people are nding
they can agree with at least
onc of the concepts,” Rudolph
said.
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A People Mover bus travels down Fifth Avenuc downtown earlier this month. Redzsigns of the bus system are now under review. A sccond, final series of

and Boniface Drive, about 15 public meetings with mem-
minutes into the ride, a man in Center on East 19th Avenue. “I know the system Is not bers of the city's Public Tran-
abaseball cap and purple win- . ‘The nearest bus stop un- that great when it comes to sit Advxsnry ‘Board will start
ter coat witha fur ruff] led. y N der the “100 percent” design frequency compared to other Dcc
Then the bus turned down a A lot of Lower 48 developers that look at Anchorage, - would be up the icy hill for se- parts of the country. I know _ Advisory board chair, Jed
residential streel off Boniface. o just in general, tell us they won't consider higher ~niors and other neighborhood most of the routes are hourly Smiu-,snid 'he supports chang-
Tt bounced over speed bumy density if there's no b L residents. and it's difficult for people to ing the system. But he also
‘Under cither of the two re- lensity If there's no bus route. But they may not have to use them.” Scolt said, “On plans listen to testimony with
design proposals, the use of walk it. For those who qualify, the other hand, ‘there's broad an open mind.
neighborhood streets, cul-de- - door-to-door paratransit ser- enough coverage, if lhls isa  “What I expect will hap-
sacs and parking lots would vice, with AnchorRides, isn't syslem you need to use, you  pen, we're going to hear a lot
become much rarer. Buses — ity Planner Thede Tobish g0 o be alfectd, Rudolph have a choice or where you. of pushiback fro people who
\\ould ‘mostly stick to major said. an reside in the city.™ are going tosay, 1 have towalk
Scott pointed {0 a chart furtherlomy bus stop.”™ Smith
Roule 13 hits critical areas, At the transit center showing between 30,000 and  said. “I think that will be hard
like the hospitals and the uni- M the downtown transit 85,000 fewer people would tohear and hardtolistento.”
versities, Rndn!wh said. But ter recently. signs setupin  have access toany busservice  He sald he nlsn hopes in

it oneof the most circuitous - pariing, s ity planner Tom public workshaps this sum- helobby showed Poople Mo under the o oplions, tough. making erlcisms, people wil

and least-used routes in the ho has been working mer, people overwhelmingly er's redesign proposals. The a large number of people offer ways to make the system

Gty he said. The route aver.  onanupdiictothe ditysland: favored walking farther 1o Signs drowa smal but sieady would have access (o icquent. work beter for everyone.

ages about 19 riders for every use map in consultation with avoid waiting for the bus, Ru.  stream of curious passersby ~service for the first i

isinservice, it offic: id. He said transi i i Scott wondered why the

Ciruttous oues ned ey~ Cilyplanner Thede Tobish cials e paticpaling nlong: - Bevrly Moore, 5, sald. iy was maldng such radical

er transfers. Under the rede- said developers see Anchor- term planstomake Anchorage she’s ridden the bus four de- changes so fast.

sign, the Pecple Mover system age’s bus network, marked mnmfncndly\apcdl:slnnns cades and regularly attends  “Why not siep it up over

would require more transfers, mostly by routes with hourly _ The city’s Americans With transit meetings. She was time?" Scolt asked.

but riders won't have lo go to and limited weekend service, Disabilities Commission will wearing a long purple jacket  He said he also was con-

the city’s three transit centersasanegative. be offering recommendations and had a gray bog that said corned about so much au-

— Nuldoon, Dimond Center - I of Lower 18 develop- Lo People Jover in December, ~Peace.” concentrated

and downtown — to doit, Ru- ers that look at Anchorage, said D: She was adamantly against in Mayor Ethan Berkowilz in

dolph said. orjust in genera, el s they commission and vorks or he the more drasiic proposal. stamping final approval on
higher density known as the “100 percent” the chnngc Thv,' ‘Anchorage
Tobish plan, i s scheduled fo
Anchorage's current bus sald. bcnnhes Some hava hoen Lervic lo South Amchorags huldaheanngnra\vlcun the
network dales back to 2002, removed in re- She had that redesign.
oriented around the transit ty cent years based on recom-  side oftowm. adnstore.cam

centers. Routes change slight- _ On Emmanuel Avenue, off mendations from the Anchor- _ She sald she could live wilh
Iy from year toyear. but the de- Boniface, two more peaple age Police Department after the less dramatic proposal,
5ign of the system hasn' scen boarded. One was an older complaints about people Ioi- known as the “80 percent™

2 ring at bus stops all day and plan. But instead of an over- ~u

itbegan The way the system is de- slmp%ngnn e ben nches. v ﬁaul in favor of frequent ser- LEGACY
Over the past decade, bud-  signed now. people rarelyhave  But with more buses arriv-  vice, people should just learn

get cuts have chipped away o walk further than a quarier  ing every 15 minules, people. thebus schedule. she said

al service. Rudolph said. The mile (o get to a bus stop. That i - Malthe BL

proposed redesign is about distance could double under their valk, Rudolph sai Scolt, 37, hadawvyuvmmn

“using Lhe exact same budgel  the current proposals. Drivinginta Firvew.afow. sultait’ repor in his bagHe

we have loday, but using t dif-  Anchorage is notorious for people boarded the 13atalow- uses the bus to get Lo his job

ferently andina more clicient narrow sdewalks and slow o ineome hausing eomplex at. 3 Pacific A askz Wholesale in URIAL & REMATION
manner.” he said. City officials nonexistent walkway snow re- the bottom of a hill on Medfra South An

vz rdedat the  He uld he hada ot of con-
esand drivers for thesystem.  Bul at the “Transit Talks™ Anchorage Senior Activity cernsaboutthe proposals.
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