Tourists, People Mover
riders can now access
routes, times on their
phone apps or desktop.
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Anchorage’s buses have ar-
rived —on Google Maps.

On Wednesday, the munic-
ipality announced that Peo-
ple Mover has partnered with
Google to incorporate ts tran-
sit data into the tech giant's
‘mapping system.

1t a great expansion of serice for those who
ride People Mover

~— Anchorage Public Transportation Director Lance Wilber

the header “Plan a Trip" now
visible on the right side to ac-
cess the feature

‘The results comewith walk-
ing_directions to bus stops.
travel time, transfer opportu-

People Mover rideship. off-
cials s

Nomerous US cities, from
New York to Chicago to Port-
2 on, have already
rolled out the techuology, An-

“I's a great expansion of
Peo-

phone users, who can now look
up People Mover bus routes to
destinaton using the Google
Maps application. Desktop us
ers can visil PeopleMoverorg
on the municipalily website
and enter information under

ple Mover,” Public Transpor-
tation Director Lance Wilber
said Wednesday aliernoon in
2 press conference announc-
ing the rollout

1t's also a boon for tourists
and could lead 10 a boost

e mzmlahnm e

e su going to have
ride guides, there’s still peo
ple who love to have that stulf
on paper;” Wilber said “This is

justanother tool that works for

the community™
In 2012, Brendan Babb

was part of a team of pro-
grammers who won the An-
chorage Economic Develop-
ent Corp 's Hackathon with
aworiing model for he app
cation Babb, a research tech-
nician for the Alaska Center
for Energy and Power, had
used the bus route feature on
Google Maps wiile traveling
e San Francisco Bay Arca
10 spea at. academie confor

ers, whether it could come to
Anchorage
After the hackathon. Babb
volunteered to work with the
munieipality’s _information
technology department to dc-
velop the technology That of
fort kicked into high gear wth
n the last stx months and
included a monthlong revic
¥ Google
The technology currently

us system hooks up with Google Maps

draws on schedule dati Real
time bus data 15 provided b
the BusTracker apphcation

BusTvacker. Babb pomicd
out. 15 mave helpiul for those
searching routes on
puter 11 15 less aceessible for
mobile users who now simply
need o change the transporta
tion mode  the Goagle Maps
app when searching aroute to

destination

The plan s to make that
ta available 1o the public and
other developers for the cre
aion of mablc upps. Tabh

“im e tht the daty
s 10 there.” he <xd
1t of other apphications 1
can use it ot ust Google
Peaple Vover bses <
rage and the Eacle Riv
er-Chugak irea




