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Anchorage prepares
to conduct first winter
test of an electric bus

It could pave the way for

. glectric garbage trucks,
. other battery-powered
municipal equipment.

Devin Kelly
Anchorago Daly Nows
Anchorage plans to test
its first electric bus starting
in mid-December, a trial for
how the technology performs
in cold temperatures and a
sign of eforts by Mayor Elhan
i * the ciy f0-
ward allernauw: “and renew-
able energi
City offcials aremt ex-
actly sure how well a

battery-powered bus will work
in Anchorage’s subaretic cli-
mate. At first, the city plans
tolease the bus, a far cheaper

long ways from
decision about pur-
chasing any of these vehicles
right now,” Berkowitz said.
“But we want to see if this
works”

The administration has

company for a 40-foot electric
us, according to docum

See ELECTRIC BUS, A19
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submitted to the Anchorage
Assembly ahead of next Tues-
day's meeting. The lease, ifap-
‘proved by the Assembly, would
include charging equipment.

a would take close
to eight hours, said Abul Has-
san, Anchorage's ransit direc-

or.
1f successful, the electric
bus test could pave the way
“for future investment in elec-
tric garbage trucks and other
battery-powered municipal
equipment, officals say. The
city-owned trash utiity; Soli
Waste Services, is co-sponsor-

dir . Anelactic bus e tis s o be tesed n Anchorage s winte,
behind other cities in switch-
ing to baflery—pcwer‘ed tran, Backed by federal 20 electric buses could be = and there’s a similar umsouanlt
sit. Seale recently investet b ars, the of starting and stopping, Spaf-
Jin'a fleet of electric buses,as  /MONEY, NOWEVET, aN  reportsaid. ford said.

lieslice in 2

, an electric ity, Chi-

Boston, Hassan said. ¢ bus costs about §1 million, cago,has tried out an electric
- This week in Juneau, local - @@ctric buses could be roughly double the cost of a garbage truck for the past few
“elected offcials contemplate: ; iesel bus, said Hassan, id.
‘electric buses before deciding [€COUPEU i ab0Ut 8 % transit director, though that's Anchorage could build on les-
‘to Stick to diesel in the short i largely paid for by federal sons learnedthere,
erm, KTOO reported. Years, the report said.  ginding Avout 54 buses run

‘There are open questions R on Anchorage’s routes daily, ernative
about how well the evolv- the ina i the trash utilty. Solid Waste
ing technology would work May 2016 report called “An- - Hassan called the plan to Services began using bio-
‘in Alaska. Baltery-powered chorage’s Energy Landscape lease the bus, made by the dieSel fuel in garbage trucks
‘buses still can't travel as far andIis 0 ties.” There. - California-based company th ago, and it's
a 3 horage-b; roterra, a “poot mar's way” resulted in better gas mileage,
which can go 400 miles on a energy consultant DeerStone of researching the technol- Spafford said.
s k. The electric bus Conslting, examined how An-  ogy. But i’s also a chance for
Iset to be tried out in Anchor- chorage and its utiities could the city’s i
age can go more than 200 save money and energy and learn the maintenance rou-
!miles on a charge, according +“mi s im. stines i
-fo documents submitted tothe pacts.” The Berkowitz admin. sansaid. '
Assembly. istration initiated the reportin _Tim Morgan, the business
* Hassan said officials want respanse to low oil prices and representative for Teamsters

to know whether Anchorage’s a state economic crisis, ac- Local 959, the union that rep-

harsh winter temperatures cording to the report’s execu- resents Anchorage bus driv- I 9, h

will affect the battery lfe, That tive summary. ers, said his main question U’s the stor y,
couldposesorous gperstional _The roport covered large. woild be whether the buses

“problems for the city's buses, scale initiatives like a power would work in a cold climate.

Which ran on fixed Foules an pooling agreoment among But in general, electric and the whole st()ry

“averageof18hoursaday. utlities and possible energy other aiternative fuels are

" But Hassan, Berkowitz efficiencies in Anchorage an improvement over diesel, B
and other officials say the sav-, school buildings. - Morgan said. He noted that and nothln

lings in maintenance and fuel  In a section on electric the Anchorage School District .

‘osts,and the environmentsl. buses, the Leports aulhors. has added natural-gas buses
impact, could be significant.  rioted an upgrade wor ea toits fleet. b tll

. The shift would also fit into a -“major commitment,” includ- _Mark Spatford, the general ut (] sto] y .
broader strategy by Berkowitz -ing the installation of charg. manager for Solid Waste Ser-

-and his deputies to cut energy ing stations. Without federal vices, the city-owned trash
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and fuel costs, which has so  transit fnding, the shift could, utilty also plans to follow the i
far included upgrading street- be “uneconomic,” the report  electric bus test closely, The. The new ADN delivers
lights to more energy-efficient  said. - drive train in the electric bus balanced coverage and
LED lights. ‘Backed by federal money, is very similar to what a gar-

‘Electric buses were among however, an investment in bage truck would be using, locally focused news
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