People Mover buses could soon
have an edge at traffic signals

ByJAMES HALPIN
aingasn.com

The cly is proposing to equlp
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People Mover buses with onfd de-

green lights — as other olnr)s(‘j wait

eind ed abont 45 secondslonget
e proposal, which is in ari

nanos suvmatiod by Mayor Da Su
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No. 9 along rd —and
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“One of the! mggm complaints we hear
is that (the bus) takes two to two-and-a-
Tl gt ok ond whatever we can do
tospeedup that bus, s going o holprid-
efship," Karez said. “If we can turn a bus
arland 15 1.3 prcent qickor and oo
ate more service for the same amount of
‘money, that's apretty good deal.”

Similar systems used elsewhere have
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PEOPLE MOVER: Fire department still gets to go f rst
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readyin use by the Anchorage Fire Depart-
ment, which allows engnes resporing to

‘Signal priority

‘The proposal calls for a test run of
the system along two routes ~No. 7 - 7
along Spenard Road and No. 9

1fa fire truck and a bus hit the same inter-

section at onee, the fire truck would win the is

light, she said
Out of 271 traffic signals in the city, the

test would affect about 20 ights, mostly at

less congested intersections, Karez sai

“The only thing that money cannot buy
‘more time, and S0 now they're going to
take my time away from me, t00,” McGrath
said. “To me, it’s wrong. Everybody on the
road is equal, or should be. .. To what ex-
fent can government ke avay our fre-

vard and Minnesoia Drive would not be af- ,

Dimond

*Others ‘commenting on the Daily News
in response {o a solic-

Bou]evn.rd woul

e city’s 55 transit buses
wouldbe xupped wih he devices, which
cost between $800 and $1,000 apiece and
are funded by a federal grant, With them,
buses could clear a given intersection
about 45 seconds faster,

But that means drivers on the other
side of the equation could be waiting up to
4 seconds longe: And that doesnt go over

well with some commu
"Tom McGrath, the Sbyeanold ovmer of
Frigid North Co, said some lraffic lights
around town already hold up his delivery
drivers too long, and this proposal would
aste even more of their Lime, The prob-
Tem, he sald, Is that b

itation of views were likewise reluctant {o
give buses the upper hand. “Forgef, the
Tight controls, let them take their turn,” one
ertic of the proposal said,
semblywoman Sheila Selkregg said
shed probably support the proposal,
ough the real \ss\lwstha\ People
needs more buses.
“ou want those buses t0 be s effcient
and s st a5 yocan posibly make e
cause ps ip up," she
stid, "But we haveritInvested b th,coro
service, soit does seem strange tobe allocat-
ing resources to change the ights when we.
arely have a i e road.”
The proposal is up for a public hearing
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