Gns of 32 new low-floor busss i displayed by Péo”
ple Mover on Thursday aftemoon at the Downtown,

City bus fleet
fully accesslble.

New vehicles benefit the dlsabled .

1t : SR A s
Hansit Gonter as a 2-yoar 08 bus n sorvics farms
the comer.

““W People Mover

Facts

By ELIZABETH MANNING  Number of buses Infleet: 50

Dally News reporta m Number of buses running at péak hours: 42
it Thursday’  dedicari W This year

of & Hiecs of e ity buses. The scissors were missing | m Gost $6.6 i

to0.

Instead, a handicapped ramp cut the red.ribbon tied
across a bus door. It opencd slowly like a-hinge and -
snapped the ribbon as it lowered to the curb.

Everyone clapped. But no one seemed more pleased
thag Darryl Nelson, an avid bus rider with cercbral pal-

r Nelson and other disabled riders, the city’s pur-
* chase of 32 new buses means every bus in Anchorage is
now equipped for the handicappe:
“Ths Bives us the ability to get out dnd get around by *
ourselves,” Nelson sai
The buses have ramps for pegple who

8 Lo malor purchas: 18 bues n 1985

M Cost: $4.7 million

W What happens to the old buses: Four il go to
Falrbanks; the rest will be auctioned offin Anchorage
I Average number of people who use Peaple Mover
dally: 6,000 S—

® Average number of dally rides: 11,000

- s(annam rate: $ one-way, 10 cns exta for
tran

] nmrsnln Inciease: About2 ot Jear for e
last several years

Pleass séo P




BUS

wheelchairs. They.also kneel,
which is bus-speak for tip”
ping one side closer to the
curb to make. i easier:for
people to
To kneel a bus; the driver
‘pushes a button that releases
air from one side of an air
bag benea s. A c
grosscr. immediately refills
the
e new buses also have
bike racks that will remain in
place year-round. In the front
seating section, two spots can
lock in wheelchairs to pre-
them  from roling
und.
The new fleet replaces 32
older buses at a cost of $8.6
million. :The federal, govern-
ment paid for 91 percent of
the purchase, while the state
pitched in the remainder.
us in Anchorage is
than 5 years old

now_ less.

but people who use that ser-
vice must typically call to

plan a ride. City ofhcmls
hope more disabled and e
derly people will rde on bea
ple Mover bust

“Nelson 'said he would
rather take People Mover
because it allows him to bé
Spontancous. But before dis-
2Ried people can get full use
of the bus system, the city
will need to improve access
around  the bus stops, he

**Nelson hopes more bus
nesses will someday: cooper-
ate with the city to allow bus
stops i front o their storcs.
Kniefel, -People

Movers director, acknonl:
edges the problem. Anchor-
age Thas about 1,400 bus stops,
said. The city improves
about 50 to 70 Bus stops

year.
Nelson said he knows it
will take He hi

other states, and now we're
them,” Bonnie Nel-

son said. Nelson is president
of nonprofit Alpine Alterna-
tives, an advocacy group for
plans o

Improving stops'is next on list’

disgbled psople
than 10 percent of
cities have bus flects that aré
entirely accessible to the dis-
abled, Kniefel said. The new
buses also emit -
haust and burn less fuel than
the older buses.

Other riders Thursday ap-
preciated the new buses,
which like the fleet’s 3-year.
old buses have automated
voioe systems and vigual dis-
plays announcing each stop.

s comfortable,” said
Oleana Stepanoff, who_w
riding from" Mountain
o ko And s voe
you where you're ‘stopping,
At least you know where 1o
get off.”

Several riders said they
have cars but prefer to take
the bus. Even if the bus
doesn't come as often as they
would hope, people said they
enjoy the view. And the dri-
vers are friendly, some peo-
ple said. *

“Tride at least once a day,”
said Pete Ritchie, a retired
mechanic. “I own a car. But,
this is cheaper, and I seez lot
of friends on the bus.

Q Reporter Elizaboth Manning can

offer Peopl
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