Cow camouflage or Pepto pink, city’s busvertisements grab the eye

1 was driving down Lake Otls the other
day when art. Simpson in my
rearview mirror.

winam woe o evah tnoD" Bart sald.

city transit system al.

Pcrh-ws you've seen

art, Homer, Marge,

Lisa and Maggie ridlng
seoued town o0

system's latest market-
ing idea to advertise
the popular prime-time
cartoon show.

They've turned a bus into a giant rolling
billboa

How did this happen?

*We have some buses that were purchased
in 1962 and 83 and we've had some deterio,
ration of the frame of the bu: nsit
Birector DI Titus satd. "W takc“a lat of

the skin off and do the framework and we
put the skin hnck on and it needs to be
painted anyw:

L this "point, maintenance tums into
commerce. The transit system leases the bus
— actually, the advertising space on the bus,
which amounts to everything but the under.
carriage — for $7.500 o year, two-year lease
Wit & option on the ihir

“We paint the base coat,” Titus said, “and
they g0 out and find somcane to do the
destgn on the b

ar. 'mo honest-to-God money has
changed hands. ~They™ have been limited to
t can offer
Spsee of thebs own in Feturn, in an arrange-
ment known as a
TBY Chonnel 4 has the Simpsons,”
Titus sald. “KTVA Channel 11 has a blue
bus that they've painted the CBS cye and
ir logo on the side of it. The  Pilots
bascball team has a bus. We have o Mata-
nuska, Maid bus called The Mooover. And
then the two Power 102 bus

“The lcase seoms to come complete with a

antistlc icenso, Thd Mat. Mald bus, which

came stampeding by me on Northern Lights
last week, Is painied in black and white
atches. L sure everybody from Wisconsin
could immediately identify e Holsey o
a Guemstein. They could probably cven tell
you what kind of cheese the thing gives. But
1 looked like cow camoutiage 1o me.
The Power 102 buses are basic black, but
they've got “the station's message embla-

ng
T've never looked directly at it. \V)m wants
Power 102 bumed into_his retino

e Simpson's bus is the absolute
traffic sloppet. Dan Thus, just what would

out palicy have. limited the mumber of
busvertisements rolling along our streets.
But Titus says he's reached his goal of
having 10 percent of his buses doing trade-
out business. The next bus that gets its
frame fixed is going for real money, and so
are al st. '

I'm not sure this is a good idea. Every-
bady scems to be into govermment finding
venue, and as o general

principle that's fing. But do you want 10 sec
feminine “hygiene spray

whizing along Fifth Avenue” Since part of
the deal is that the transit system runs the
adbuses in a different part of town each
day, you could have a really big tube of
ration H in your neighborhood soon.

Or worse. It's an election

oe:

'hat they"ve got already is bad enough. 1
was so busy noticing the Simpsons bus I
nearly shot the light at 36th. It's a real

eye-grabber.
eoplc have told me lhnl." Titus said.
“And I say, ‘That’s great, at least you

noticed a bus.
Kind of hard not to, dude.

O Mike Dnng‘n fs an Anchorage Dally News
columnist. N




