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By GAIL MaLLER
Daily News Staft Writer

Crowds of people, torrents of ques-
tions, and a shortage. of buses marked
the Kick-off day of the borough's new
People Mover public trassit system
Monday!

Twenty-five new bus drivers, arm-
€d with a strenuous week of training,
survived.the. bub-bub, beat and confu-
sion with a maximum of patience and
chicerfilness.

CITIZENS, who turned out in mass,
took aduantage of he firwe week of fee

ides by filling most capacity
enjoying long awiied sightdeeing a0d
ity-exploring.

;W 3 lovly way Lo ses the iy
o B

“Let's ses, whatll we d- ‘mext? Go
ride the downtown looper, g0 to Goose

Lake, or ride Route 11 for the fifth
time?” said Steven ‘Gray, 12, to” Joe
Hicklin, 15, at 5 p.m. They had been
shutting citywide on Pcopl: Mover
buses since early morninig.

“KIDS ARE riding 'ndxy just for &
lark” said driver Jim Temberton.

By 5 pm. several of the 12 buses
which ran Monday reported’ passenger
totals of 250 cach for the st day of
the new system which begins its half-
hour uns at 6:30° am. and stops at
9:30 pam.

A day of “growing pains” oﬂmally

began at 9: Oam on the P:

oster,  vice chum-n
of the Bomugh Transportation Com-

ough Mayor Jack Roderick.
DURING THE DAY one bus broke

down,in Mountain View, another had 2
flat tire and two suffered vapor locks
from the beat; Four smaller city buses,
awaiting the iostallation of  40-gallon
gas tanks, streaked back to-the borough
ffices between runs to fill their 16-
gallon tanks.
The People Mover “hot line” phone
‘number was belatedly installed at 10:30

zens with questions about the new sys-
tem. The number is 2724411 for in-
formation on the system.

Hand-waving riders fligged down
buses at almost all street . corners.
There are 40 new bus stops and until
1,000 more are installed bus “drivers
will pick up riders og any corner.

upunl.sm 1967 buuen
recently were driven up the Alaska
Highway ta begin work Mondsy. S

e people movers are here

more are due within the Dext few
weeks. 5y

The system operates every half
hour, charging 25 ceats and s routes

include Eagle River. and Oceanview-
Hamilton Park.

Buses generally traveled 10-15 min-
utes behind scheduls ‘Monday, coping,
with ruch hour traffic, street flaggers,
and bus stops swamped with question-
ing riders.

“THERE WILL BE slow, sicady

Gules are tig

0 "
spokesman said.

Today Peiple Mover : Toute maps
and time schedules are obtainable from
any bus_dris a store, City

P
which is .the downtown transfer spot
for all buses.



