The Anchorage
Tram Project

Or Why Anchorage needs
Light Rail Transit

“A developed country is not a place where

the poor have cars. It's where the rich use

ublic transportation.”
’ ’ By Evan Leaf

-Gustavo Petro



Defining Trams

< Trams are a form of Light Rail Transit

< Multi-Vehicle Urban Trains that run
on Rail and Electricity

% Trams service as rapid public
transportation on a street level

Inside a Portland, OR TriMet MAX train [2]



What do Trams Accomplish?
% Trams bring economic and population

growth where they service [3]

< Stations become centres of
communities and amenities

% Density & development is encouraged,
eliminating parking in popular areas
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A tram in Tallinn, Estonia [4] =
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% Excess Parking
< Wide Roads
% Difficult to Walk



Trams improve Transportation

Tram commuting alleviates car traffic

Tramlines increase ease of mobility

Reliable schedules and comfort
creates popular public transportation

Biking is encouraged, Trams cut down
travel distances

Tram with a bike rack in Stuttgart, Germany [14]

“Transit is the backbone of a city
in which bicycling thrives”

- 2024 Cycling Urbanism Masterclass of
Helsinki



Other Benefits of Trams

% Less cars on the road improves air
quality and reduces noise pollution
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Trams are capable of operating
efficiently in cold climates

Trams aid visitors and tourists
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Dissuades drunk driving by people
going to bars via public transit

8 Marseille, France, Tram Line [21]



An Ideal Map of an Anchorage

Tram System
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TRIGQMET | o Portland, Oregon

Rail System
< First two lines made in

under 5 years

« Last four lines made in
under a year each [13]
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Portland TRIMET-Max Transit Map [12]

“MAX has become a national model for community support,
land-use/transportation planning, public art and

environmentally friendly construction practices” - TriMet.org
[13]

Portland tram in downtown [11]



Tampere Finland Tram

[17]

Tampere has smaller population
to Anchorage
Tampere Pop. 226,000

Anchorage Pop. 287,000
Tram map of Helsinki [18]
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> Has similar climate
> AnclLat. 61.2. N

> Tampere Lat. 61.4. N
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Sapporo Tram next to road [23]

Melbourne Tram next to road [22]

Sapporo, Japan Melbourne, Australia



% Anchorage will grow

% The City suffers sprawl,
congestion, a lack of housing,
the high cost of living,
pollution

The Long and the Short of It

> 318,000 Anchorage
Vehicles registered in
% DMV (2022) [26]

Ay e > Pop. of MOA 287,000
¥ (2022)

Tudor Road Anchorage, Alaska [25]

and

% Anchorage needs alternatives to the
current transportation

% City Issues won't be solved continuing
the current status quo

< Over-reliance on automobiles is
unsustainable [27]
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Conclusion

Transit Oriented Development is
human scaled development

Trams offer a physical
infrastructure solution

> Top of the line in quality

> [tis achievable

> Other Cities prove its viability

It would connect and upgrade
The Municipality of Anchorage

“The reality about transportation is that it's future-
oriented. If we're planning for what we have, we're
behind the curve.”

-Anthony Foxx
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